Lyme Public Library
The 2008/2009 library year was highlighted by two exciting developments: a major grant, and the formation of the Lyme Town Center Planning Committee. Due to the urgent need for more space in both the Town Hall and the Library, First Selectman, Ralph Eno, appointed a planning committee to begin planning for a joint Town Hall/Library project. Although construction is at least several years away, the committee can begin the process of assessing the needs of both entities and formulating a plan for construction. The Library’s representatives to the Committee are Jeanne Rutigliano, Richard Lightfoot, Library Board Trustee James Benn, Library Director Theresa Conley, and Library Board President Judith Lightfoot (ex officio). Fortuitously, in September, the Community Foundation of
Southeastern CT decided to celebrate its 25th anniversary with a $1.5 million Library Initiative. Each of the 13 public libraries in the Foundation’s service area, which includes Lyme, will receive grants of $100,000. In light of the work of the new Planning Committee, the Library has asked the Foundation to hold the grant in reserve for us until the funds are needed for the building project. After many years of discussion and wishing, these two developments bring the idea of a new or renovated library much closer to reality. Several important technological developments occurred during the year as well. In August, the Library purchased and implemented the CILL module from Auto-graphics, Inc. that integrates the Library’s catalog with the statewide reQuest catalog. Patrons and staff may now search the Library’s catalog and the statewide reQuest catalog simultaneously, making it easier for patrons to find and request materials. The system also facilitates Interlibrary Loan for the staff making it much faster and easier to process ILL requests. In January, the Library began offering downloadable audio books to Lyme patrons through Recorded
Books/ NetLibrary. Approximately, 2,000 titles are available for patrons to download to their computers or portable devices (iPods or MP3 players, etc). Downloadable audio books have the advantage of not requiring shelf space and
not being able to be scratched, damaged or lost, and they are always available anytime of day or night. In addition, the library received as a donation a new flat screen HD television. The TV is located in the reading area and can be used to monitor breaking news and weather and follow events of national or global importance. Demand for audio-visual materials remained high as almost 7,000 items circulated during the year. In addition, over 750 interlibrary loan items were borrowed by Lyme patrons, and over 900 items were lent to other libraries in CT. 1,641 ICONN searches were done to find reference information or journal articles. Despite the popularity of audio visual materials, books and literacy remained at the forefront of our mission. Over 10,500 books and periodicals circulated during the year. Children’s Librarian Barbara Carlson offered story hours to inspire and instill a love and excitement for reading in preschool children and prepare them for kindergarten. She worked closely with Lyme Consolidated School Media
Specialist Shannon Pimentel on the Summer Reading and Nutmeg Books programs and with Kristen Thornton on offering after-school programs that foster artistic creativity and intellectual curiosity. For adults, the Library Book Club offered stimulating and thoughtful discussions on a wide variety of books. The Library was pleased to host the book launch party for Lyme resident Jim Benn’s book Blood Alone, the third title in the Billy Boyle series, and was the first to have Lyme resident Elizabeth Lightfoot speak about her book Michelle Obama: First Lady of Hope. In addition to Jim Benn and Liz Lightfoot, the Library also benefited from many local residents who were willing to share their experience and knowledge. Holly Rubino and Georgiana Goodwin from the Globe Pequot Press presented a look inside the world of book publishing, the Florence Griswold Museum gave insight into the life and work of sculptor Bessie Potter Vonnoh, automotive expert Robert Knoll advised how to maximize fuel economy amidst high gasoline prices, Linnie Pickering explained how to deal with stress during difficult economic times, Sharon Baldi shared her breathtaking photos of her trip to Yellowstone National Park, and Dick and Judy Lightfoot spoke about their experiences teaching English to Vietnamese school students. After taking a year off, the Library, partnering with the New Haven Symphony Orchestra, again held an extraordinary Concert/Mystery dinner event in December.
Patrons were treated to a magnificent performance of Messiah by George Frideric Handel and afterward enjoyed dinner at the homes of Lyme hosts. Many of those attending remarked that it was one of the best Messiah performances they had ever seen and one that they will long remember. Also, once again in May, the Library held its annual book sale. Since the Library began holding the sale at the Library, every year has been more successful than the last. This year we were grateful to have many volunteers that made the sorting and set up the easiest it’s been to date. In addition to our book sale volunteers, we are grateful for the continued support from individuals, members of the Library Board, Town Hall and the Board of Finance, and community organizations and businesses such as the Lyme Garden Club, Lyme/Old Lyme Lions Club, the Lyme/Old Lyme Junior Women’s Club, the Lyme Land Conservation Trust, the Lyme Consolidated School, Lyme Public Library, Inc., Essex Savings Bank, and the John and Kelly Hartman Foundation. The current fiscal crisis will undoubtedly present us with challenges over the
coming years. But with the commitment of the staff and Library Board, the continued support of the town, and the generosity of volunteers and donors, the Library will remain the cultural and intellectual center of Lyme, enriching and improving the lives of the community. 
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