PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Public Hearing/Regular Meeting

The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing/regular meeting on

Monday, August 9, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,
480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Tiffany Chairman, Kelvin Tyler Acting Chairman, Hunter Ward, Steve Mattson, Bob Winslow, Joan Rich, K.C. Mazer, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Regular Meeting
Beverly Platner 66 Selden Road, Tax Map 7 Lot 16; request for a one year extension of the special permit for the construction of a garage and addition to the existing dwelling, in accordance with regulation section 12.10.2, to allow completion of the project.

Tiffany to Gigliotti: Could you give the commission an overview of where this stands?
Gigliotti: Section 12-10.2 of the regulations requires that substantial progress be made on a special permit within one year’s time; the barn has been built and the permit has been pulled for the garage but excavating has not begun.  The year runs up this month, the applicants felt there was a need to ask for an extension. The approved plan for the connecting portion that ejects out towards the water will be modified in the future with a special permit application; the garage plans will be as approved.  The request is for a one year extension.     
Tiffany called for comments or question; a motion to approve the request.
Rich moved the approval of an extension for one year; the motion was seconded by Mazer, and the motion passed unanimously.

Regular meeting was suspended at 7:32 p.m.

Tiffany was recused from the balance of the meeting and Tyler entered as Acting Chairman. 
PUBLIC HEARING
Jack Tiffany 156 Sterling City Road, Tax Map 26 Lot 55; an application from Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to collocate wireless telecommunication antenna and equipment on an existing silo and within an existing barn.
Present at the meeting were Jack Tiffany, Attorney Kenneth Bauldman, Sandy Carter (Regulatory Manager for Verizon Wireless in Connecticut), and Rachael Mayo (Land Use Analysis).

Gigliotti: The certified returned mailed receipts to abutting neighbors were received and accounted for.  

Bauldman: The special permit application presented is for the installation of a telecommunication antennas on the silo located on Tiffany Farm; there will be eight antennas, an equipment area which is self contained, and a backup generator with a propane tank will be shielded by fencing. There will be a small retaining wall built to level the area.  The Commission’s Regulations require landscaping planting but the applicant is requesting a waiver, due to the area being used for cattle grazing.  The facility will enhance the mobile coverage on Route 156 and towns to the east and west.  

Ward: Is the generator installation customary for this type of facilities?

Bauldman: Every Verizon cell tower includes a generator; the generator operates during power outages and during an exercise period once a week for 20 minutes. The utility location is shown on the plans.  The facilities will not be visible from Sterling City Road.  

Jack Tiffany: The facility will be located within a pasture and will be not be visible.  

Mattson: The plans do not show exterior lighting.

Bauldman: There may be a motion activated light above the new doorway to the equipment area.  There are photo simulations included in the application of the area, also included are coverage maps. The benefit to the surroundings is the installation of the antennas on an existing structure.  The standard term of the lease is 5 years with 4 five year extensions, generally 25 years. Verizon Wireless does not sublet out any of their facilities. The frequencies expected were explained.
Gigliotti: Are there provisions for removal of the equipment when technology advances?

Bauldman: There are provisions included in the terms of the lease agreement which requires that the equipment be removed and the property be returned as close to original as possible.  The investment of each facility was explained which is a taxable benefit.  
Tyler: The photographs do not depict the location of the 8 antennas.  

Bauldman: There will be 4 sets of two antennas placed on the silo. 

Gigliotti: When the AT&T antennas were installed in the past the visibility was fairly unobtrusive.  

Ward: Are there generators operating on the property currently, do neighbors complain about the noise?  

J. Tiffany: The farm generators are not operated frequently, there are no close neighbors to complain; AT&T does not have a generator on site.               

Tyler called for comments from the public present.  

Margaret Phillips: (160 Hamburg Road) The towers are shared by many different companies.

Baulman: The structures which the antennas are attached to are shared; the equipment is not shared. 

The public hearing was closed at 7:58 p.m. 

Reopened Regular Meeting
Jack Tiffany 156 Sterling City Road, Tax Map 26 Map 55; an application from Cellco Patnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless to collocate wireless telecommunication antenna and equipment on an existing silo and within an existing barn.

Tyler called for a motion to approve the application as presented.

Mattson motioned to approve the application as presented by Cellco Partnership d/b/a Verizon Wireless, the motion was seconded by Mazer, and the motion passed unanimously.
Old Business N/A          New Business N/A 
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tyler entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the July12, 2010 public hearing/regular meeting.
The motion to approve the minutes was moved by Rich, seconded by Mazer, and passed unanimously.

Adjournment

The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:01 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
PAGE  
1

P&Z PH 8/10


