LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

December 15, 2010

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a public hearing/regular meeting on

Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.,

Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Sue Hessel, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Tom Reynolds, Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 12/10 SITE WALK: Armond, Crowther (Pritchard property Saturday visit- Reynolds, Hammond, Dill and previously visited by Crowther) 

PUBLIC HEARING

Crowther was recused from the DeLuca portion of the public hearing and regular meeting. 

Teresa M. DeLuca 172 Brush Hill Road, Tax Map 20 Lot 8; an application for creation of a white cedar forest within a regulated area and wetlands.

Present at the meeting were David Bisceglia and Rich Snarski.

Bisceglia: The commission has been out to the property to view the area were the project of a white cedar forest would be located.  The goal of the proposed project will be approximately 20,000 square feet; the forest will promote eco-diversity.  A letter was read and entered into the record; Thomas Worthley wrote the letter from Haddam Cooperative Extensive Center. The management plan was read into the record; 1) periodical removal of new shouts by hand, 2) protect wetlands by removal of fallen timber, 3) planting will be done by hand, 4) plant tubes will protect samplings from deer browsing, & 5) the seedlings being planted are 18 to 20 inches.  

Snarski: Atlantic white cedar is growing in Lyme. The activity will not be a negative impact; if the project fails the surrounding forest would overtake the area.

Armond: The location of the project is key; the hope is that the project would be successful.  

Bisceglia: The goal is that this project will be successful.  The trees are being given what they like, wet feet and sun.  Plants will grow where they grow. 

Armond: Forcing a new plant to grow in an area where it is not already present can be difficult.  

Bisceglia: The trees prefer some sunlight, not heavy sunlight.  An Atlantic white cedar book was shown to the commission; the information in the book is being followed and used as a reference.  White cedars are being planted along the east coast.  

Armond called for more comments from public present and the commission members; there being none the public hearing was closed at 7:48 p.m. and the regular meeting was opened.     

REGULAR MEETING

Teresa M. DeLuca 172 Brush Hill Road, Tax Map 20 Lot 8; an application for creation of a white cedar forest within a regulated area and wetlands.

Reynolds: If the commission votes to approve the project and it fails, there will not be any harm as Snarski stated the forest would overtake the open area.

Hammond: Agree with Reynolds.

Hessel: Will this approval be president setting, to allow people to clear cut areas.

Reynolds: It was stated that this type of project is being used as a management plan for wetlands and wildlife.

Armond: The scale of the project is minimal.  

Reynolds: There is a lack of open areas in Lyme; the State has clear-cut some forest areas to promote healthy growth.

Hammond: This project is a very planned out white cedar forest.  

Hessel: The white cedar is a slow grower.

Armond: If the project is a failure the area will recover.  

Reynolds motion to approve the application as submitted, seconded by Hammond, and was passed unanimously.  

Crowther reentered the meeting.

John Pritchard 36 Elys Ferry Road, Tax Map 25 Lot 11; an application for construction of a sod roof garage within a regulated area.

Reynolds: The site walk revealed that the proposed area would be prefect for the location of the garage.

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application; the motion was moved by Hessel, seconded by Reynolds, and was passed unanimously.  

George and Linda House 23 Clark Road, Tax Map 13 Lot 13; violation of a pond dredging permit issued on December 22, 2005.

Armond: Gigliotti has taken photographs of the area.

Gigliotti: Five years ago there was an permit granted by the Inland/Wetlands Commission and the permit was due to expire; the conditions of the permit was that the dredging should take place between July and September, but the project was started in December.  A concerned citizen called to notify the dredging was occurring; sediment from the pond is located in the streambed adjacent to their property. A cease and desist order was issued, the operation was stopped, the area where the equipment was staged was seeded to stabilize the area and was awaiting this meeting.  Between then and now there was a rainstorm and a significant amount of sediment has moved farther downstream to the Giaconia property.

Armond: There is a living environment at the bottom of the streambed and when covered by muck everything dies; what is done is done and now the material needs to be removed to stop farther movement.  

Gigliotti: During the dredging it did not appear that proper dewatering of the pond and/or upstream occurred.

L. House: Should the details be incorporated in the permit letter?

Gigliotti: Normally that would be the case, but this project was such a small scale that the details were not spelled out fully.

Armond: Dredging of farm ponds is usually a straightforward process if proper precautions are taken with how the dredging is done.  

Crowther: The original permit states where the spoils would be places and what time of year it would occur.

G. House: The intent was to dredge in the driest time of the year, it was not realized that was a requirement; the contractors dug a hole at the south end of the pond to collect the water.  The dredged material did have a specific location but over time the location has changed.  

Gigliotti: The area where the material has been deposited was viewed and is a fine location.  

G. House: The pond was dry when the dredging began.

Reynolds: Does the area need remediation? 

Gigliotti: Erica Learned from the Connecticut River Conservation Commission has viewed the area and it was suggested that the material be removed by hand with shovels and buckets.  The natural dam in the stream stopped the bulk of the material.  Most of the muck was contained on the near side of the Jacobsen’s driveway.

Armond: The cleaning should probably occur between the culvert on Clark Road and the Jacobsen’s driveway.  

Gigliotti: Pat Young was contacted and the area is not in the Watershed District; Young had the same reaction as Learned that the area should be cleaned up sooner than later.

Kegley: What is the volume of sediment?

Gigliotti: The sediment is approximately 6 inches thick but spread out over the area; the total amount to be removed from the pond was approximately 30 yards.  

Armond: The information before the commission is the removal of the sediment.

Reynolds: There is a need for a time frame for cleanup; the landowners are responsible for the sediment removal.  Gigliotti can guide the removal process.  

Gigliotti: The wetlands will eventually recover, but an attempt to do cleanup is required.  

G. House: Can the sediment be deposited on the flat paved area on the property?

Reynolds: It is important to make sure the sediment does not re-enter into the streambed.  

Armond: Hay bails can be placed around the area where the sediment is deposited.  The removal should be completed before the end of December 2010.  

G. House: The material will either be deposited on site or trucked offsite.

Reynolds entertained a motion that the commission requires the removal of sedimentation below the area of disturbance up to the Jacobsen driveway to be completed by January 1, 2011,under Gigliotti guidance.  The motion was seconded by Hessel and was passed unanimously.  

L. House: The permit is due to expire in December 2010 than why was it required that the dredging be done in the dry months of the year?

Armond: The permit expires 5 years after the approval date.  Your contractor should be aware that the Inland/Wetland Commission requires a construction sequence.  

Crowther: The homeowner is ultimately responsible for what happens during projects; Mr. Gigliotti can answer any questions you or the contractor may have.

Preliminary discussion of a proposal by Beverly Platner to improve the portion of discontinued Pratt Road from Joshuatown Road to her property, Tax Map 8 Lot 88.

Armond: The goal is to reconstruct the road that resembles an old logging road; the project would be for the installation of underground utilities and the construction of a passable driveway. The lot is an approved lot without road frontage.

Crowther: Stonewalls follow along the old road. Trees will need to be trimmed back to construct the road; during the walk Metcalf questioned if detailed drawings would be necessary for the flat areas. 

Armond: Snarski has flagged the wetlands; catch basins and culverts could be constructed to solve water runoff.  The improvements will be to an existing driveway; sedimentation and erosion controls should be installed during construction and after the driveway is complete there is no risk to the wetlands.

Gigliotti: It was voted that the road be discontinued, the road is owned by the property owners along the road (every property owner has a right-of-way).

Armond: Right-of-ways were put in place to allow the continuation of roads.    

OLD BUSINESS

Curtis Deanne update

Gigliotti: A letter from Mr. Deanne of the ceasing of the project has been received; a list of what plants have been planted to date is included in the letter, when the planting restarts in the springtime a letter will be sent to inform the commission of the continuation of the project.   

Hessel: The permit does not expire for 5 years.
NEW BUSINESS

Regulation Changes

Gigliotti: The state has given written suggestions of how to revise Section 47-42d of our regulations.

Armond: The regulation discussions can be scheduled 30 minutes before our regular meeting until the information is completed, if commission members arrive at the meeting prepared the revisions should go smoothly.    

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES

A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2010 regular meeting with spelling corrections and Hammond added to the members present; the motion was moved by Reynolds, Crowther seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed.  

APPROVAL OF 2011 SCHEDULE  

Armond entertained a motion to approve the meeting schedule for 2011, the motion was moved by Reynolds, seconded by Hessel, and was passed by all members.  

The early gathering of the commission for the working session of the regulation changes will be posted with the agenda.

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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