LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

November 17, 2010

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a public hearing/regular meeting on

Wednesday, November 17, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.,

Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Sue Hessel, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Tom Reynolds, Roger Dill, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 11/10 SITE WALK: Crowther. 

REGULAR MEETING

Teresa M. DeLuca, 172 Brush Hill Road Tax Map 20 Lot 8; an application for creation of a white cedar forest within a regulated area and wetlands.

The applicants are not present for the meeting; this will be seen next month.

Will Bradford, 200 Brush Hill Road Tax Map 20 Lot 10; an application for construction of a bridge across a recently dredged farm pond.

Present at the meeting was Phil Trowbridge representing Will Bradford.

Trowbridge: The abutments have been poured and the bridge is awaiting installation.  Photographs of the bridge were presented and described.  The bridge will sit on the abutments and will be held in place by gravity. Ramps will be placed and either end of the bridge to the ground; large stones will be placed for the ramp to rest upon.

Armond: What will keep the water from going around the abutments during high water levels; what will stop the embankments from eroding?  The edges of the pond were described.  

Trowbridge: The edges will be replanted.

Armond: The edges of the pond which cause concerns are the areas where the embankment are straight up and down.

Trowbridge: The area being discussed was pointed out on the map, the peninsula, which contains trees will protect one side of the bridge and the other end of the bridge maybe an issue, the area can be protected by large stones to divert the water.  The abutments were put in place when the pond was dredged to its original size. 

Armond: It was assumed that the abutments would be imbedded into the bank.

Trowbridge: The embankment was disturbed when the abutments were placed.  

Crowther: The stones being placed in the area should be substantial.  

Trowbridge: Placing stones in the area can be done to repair the bank.

Hessel: If the area were to erode where would the sediment go?

Trowbridge: The soil that would move could be 2 to 3 yards. 

Crowther: While on the site walk the area was discussed and the concern is with area during a large rainstorm.

Trowbridge: If there is ever an issue they will be rectified.

Armond: Were two concrete pillars part of the plan?

Trowbridge: There was a dock located on the far side of the pond and Mr. Bradford wished that there be a repair to the legs of the dock with two concrete pillars, which will be added to the plans.  When the pond was dredged the pumps used were floated; the muck was transported offsite to Sankow Farm.  

Armond: Large stones (approx. 4’ by 5’) will be placed on either side of the bridge that the ramps will rest upon. 

Trowbridge: The ramps were described.

Crowther: The ramps will be free standing and will be constructed of the same material as the bridge?

Trowbridge: Yes, the ramps will look similar to the bridge.

Bliven: A more detailed plan should have been submitted for the bridge installation.

Trowbridge: The ramps could be attached to the bridge and the abutments could be attached to the embankments.

Armond: That would not be preferred. The question is how does the bridge connect to the embankment?

Trowbridge: The bridge spans 22 feet and rests on half of the abutments and the exposed abutment will receive the ramps which will allow access to the bridge. 

Crowther: The plan has changed as the project has evolved; all the details should be included on the plan. The application before the commission is for the placement of the bridge. There is a need for drawings included in the plans.  

Bliven: The details need to be drawn out and the design should be on the plan.

Trowbridge: The bridge is awaiting installation.  

Armond: If there was a detailed drawing submitted there would not be any confusion, all the details should be on the plan.

Reynolds made a motion to approve the plan with the ramps and placement of stones in the embankment. 

Hessel seconded the motion.

Armond called for more discussion.

Bliven: The plan cannot be approved without the information on paper.

Trowbridge: The details can be drawn.

Crowther: Can the decision be delegated to Gigliotti?

Gigliotti: The application can be tabled to allow Trowbridge the time to draw the details needed.  

Mark Jackson, 418-1 Hamburg Road Tax Map 29 Lot 39; an application for installation of a new septic system within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf representing Mark Jackson.

Metcalf: This information was viewed last month on a preliminary basis; the application is for the construction of a new septic system. There is a structure locate on the property which will be converted into a pool house and the existing cesspool will be filled in then a new septic system will be constructed farther away from the wetlands.  An approval letter from George Calkins was received.  

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as submitted; the motion was moved by Crowther, seconded by Reynolds, and was approved unanimously by all members present.    

Lord Hill Development Limited Partnerships (Jane Davison), 37-3 Hamburg Road Tax Map 24 Lot 13; an application for the removal of invasive plant species within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Scott Williams representing Jane Davison.

Williams: The invasive plant species will be removed by Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station using a grant received; the plants being removed will be briar berry.  A packet of the experiments was presented to the commission; the study shows there are more ticks located in the briar berry bushes due to the humidity and high levels of moisture.  The invasive species will be removed by brush cutter, propane torches within the regulated area, and herbicides will be used in the upland areas. The goal is to study the larger area on this property for the tick pollution. 

Crowther entertained a motion to approve the application as presented, Reynolds moved the motion, Bliven seconded the motion, and the application was passed.  

Williams: The project will take approximately 1 year and the information will be published thereafter.         

John Pritchard, 36 Elys Ferry Road Tax Map 25 Lot 11; an application for construction of a sod roof garage within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Matthew White from Angus McDonald and Associates representing Mr. Pritchard.

White: The applicant wishes to construct the garage out of view; there is an old hollow on the property where the garage will be constructed.  The slab of the garage will be approximately elevation 99; the garage will have a sod roof and blend into the landscape with a gravel driveway.  

Reynolds: Is there an alternative site on the property for the construction of the garage, closer to the home?

Crowther: The map shows details of the area of the proposed garage.  

White: The hundred foot regulated area is depicted on the map and Rich Snarski has flagged the wetlands this year. There is a wetland corridor on the other side of the driveway.

Crowther: The driveway will go around the rise and the garage will be placed in the hollow.  There are plenty of trees and there are no plans to cut trees.  

Armond: The sod roof requires sunlight, is the area shaded? Will there be vehicles stored in the garage?

White: The structure will have vehicles stored in it.  Pictures of the area were presented to the commission.

Reynolds: Is there a full map of the property?

Crowther: The proposed garage fits into the hillside and there will be very little excavating.

Armond: Issues with sod roofs is that there is a need for irrigation and sunlight. 

White: There are plantings proposed for the roof and the want is to allow nature to take over the area. 

Reynolds: The map of the property shows that there are approximately 8 acres outside the regulated area.  Why can’t the garage be constructed elsewhere on the property?  

White: The proposed area is a pre-excavated area and the garage fits naturally in the area near the driveway.  The site could be revisited to better understand the area.  

Armond: The construction of a garage in a regulated area could cause contaminates to enter into the wetlands.  

Kegley: The property has been worked and is familiar; the area humps up.

Bliven: Could the garage be moved 13 feet to be outside the regulated area?

Crowther: The bank and trees will be disturbed if the proposed garage is moved. 

White: The garage will fit perfectly into the area; photographs of the area were explained.

Crowther: The commission has approved garages closer to the regulated area in the past. Mr. White can address the matter of drainage. The setback intrusion is approximately 20 feet.   

White: There is no intent to have power in the structure. The soil above the garage will be approximately 12 inches; the forest litter will overtake the soil.  

Bliven made a motion to approve the application to as presented, Crowther seconded the motion, and the commission continued to discuss the application.

Reynolds: There could be other areas on the property that are disturbed; the whole property should be viewed.  The property is 8 acres and other option could be investigated; the complete property was not viewed on the site walk.

Armond: The commission is stating there is some concern with the location of the garage.

White: The property could be revisited to allow more commission members to view the area and the balance of the property. 

Kegley described the proposed area and the direction of the water flow and how the area is protected by the hillside.

Armond: The commission has many questions and concerns, this application could be held until next month.  

White: There is no intent to hide anything on the balance of the property; the want is to build the garage in an area where it is not visible.  

Kegley: The balance of the property has a wet meadow. 

White: The commission can view the site.

Crowther: It is a shame there were not more commission members on the site walk that was already schedules.  The area is setup perfectly for the construction of the garage; which is why the rest of the property was not questioned. 

Hessel: How deep would the excavation be?

White: The garage floor will be a slab and the roof level will be at ground level.  The goal is not to disturb the hillside. 

Crowther: The lack of disturbance was a very convincing part of the application.  

Bliven: The structure will be 80 feet away from the wetlands, 20 feet within the regulated area.  The proposed garage could work in the area being described.  

Armond: Is there a pitch on the roof?

White: There is no pitch.

Armond: The roof soil will not be stable.  

White: There is drainage on either side of the slope; if nothing grows on the roof it will become forest litter.

Armond: Beneath established forest litter there is a network of roots holding the soil.  

White: The portion of the plan for the roof was explained.

Crowther: There is a complete map of the property included in the packet.  

Armond: There was a motion made and seconded and with more details explained there are more questions and concerns by the commission.  A vote can be taken or the application can be held until next month to allow the commission to view the property.

White: The commission can revisit the property when more members can attend. 

Armond: There is a need for more details of the roof plan. 

Crowther withdraw the seconded on the motion.

Armond: The motion failed due to lack of a second.

Gigliotti: The site walk should be scheduled.  

Armond: The site walk will be held on Saturday 11/20 at 8:30 a.m.

White: The property owners will be informed of the site visit.      

Dominik Dunne, 116 Ferry Road Tax Map 8 Lot 15; an application for an after the fact emergency repair of a failed septic system within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Chris Kostek representing the Dunne Estate.

Kostek: The septic system has been repaired to due a failed system; George Calkins has approved the plan.

Reynolds made a motion to approve the plan and Crowther seconded the motion.

Kostek: The septic system is fifteen feet off the garage and the project has been completed.

Armond called for a vote; the motion was passed unanimously.  

Will Bradford, 200 Brush Hill Road Tax Map 20 Lot 10; an application for construction of a bridge across a recently dredged farm pond.

Trowbridge: A drawing was completed of the bridge placement and ramps; the ramps will be of like material as the bridge.  

Bliven: The drawing is helpful, thank you.  

Reynolds made the motion with the placement of the bridge, ramps, and stones. The motion was seconded by Hessel and was passed with one abstention.        

OLD BUSINESS

Withdrawal of the lawsuit filed by the Lyme Land Trust.

Gigliotti: The lawsuit has been withdrawn.  The courts ruled to allow the suit that the Land Trust has with Platner to move forward.   There was more information about the pesticides restriction which was included in the motion and was sent to Platner’s Attorney and we are awaiting a response.  
NEW BUSINESS

Concerns with herbicides applied to Region #18 fields

Armond: Monica Buccheri has called with concerns about pesticides on playing fields and the commission members should voice opinions personally if they wish.

Hammond: If anyone has concerns and/or opinions they can voice their opinion at a Board of Education meeting to be heard.

Armond: The commission does not have jurisdiction over this matter.

Site Visits 
Crowther: The attendance issue on site walks needs to be addressed; the properties should be visited to collect information before the applications are viewed at the meetings.  

Armond: The timing of site walks could be changed if that is helpful; lets think about how and what can be done to solve the problem with site walks.  

Gigliotti: Application can be processed within a two month period instead of one month.

Regulation changes

Armond: Discussions can be done in January.

Reynolds: The information can be discussed prior to our regular meeting at 7 p.m. and reviewed a small amount at a time to go over the details.  

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES 
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the October 20, 2010 regular meeting, the motion was moved by Reynolds, Crowther seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed with two abstention.    

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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