LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

January 19, 2011

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on

Wednesday, January 19, 2010 at 7:30 p.m.,

Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Sue Hessel, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 1/11 SITE WALK: N/A
REGULAR MEETING

Preliminary discussion of a proposal by Beverly Platner to improve the portion of discontinued Pratt Road from Joshuatown Road to her property, Tax Map 8 Lot 88.

Present at the meeting were Tom Metcalf and Dick Gates to represent Platner on a preliminary basis. 

Metcalf: Platner owns the property shown on the map in green.  Pratt Road is currently a woods road and the want is to create a drivable driveway.  Rich Snarski has flagged the wetlands shown on the map; there is an area where a culvert will be necessary. 

Armond: Metcalf is speaking of an area where two hills come together and there would be a need for a culvert to receive the runoff water from rain.        

Metcalf: The improvements would improve the road to a passable driveway standard; the want is to avoid spending time on topography of the area.  The plan is to remove organic material and bring in gravel to create a 10 foot wide driveway; few trees will be removed and a boulder.

Crowther: The material being removed will be taken offsite?

Metcalf: The material being removed will be used on the shoulders and any extra will be placed on the property; there should not be a large amount of material.

Crowther: The area is fairly flat and the slopes come down from the North; the existing roadway has stonewalls following along the edge.  The runoff should not be a problem.  

Armond: The plan should have a construction sequence.  From the site walk the topography was visible and one culvert will be needed.

Dill: The contours of the area would be helpful to have on the plans.

Gigliotti: Driveways have come before this commission without needing contours shown on the maps.

Metcalf: The abutting neighbors have access to the driveway, but the neighbors have road frontage on Ferry Road.

Armond: Should the driveway be widened to 12 feet to accommodate multiple uses?

Metcalf: A driveway standard will be sufficient for the roadway; the lot can’t be farther subdivided. 

Gigliotti: Can the driveway be widened to 12 feet?

Crowther: The area is tight; the proposed driveway will be 10 feet with 1 foot per side for the shoulders.   

Gates: The properties that abut the proposed driveway would not be easily accessed.  

Crowther: There is no indication from the land that the access would be considered.  

Armond: Future branch driveways off of the roadway would require permits due to the regulated area.

Gates: There are a few areas where pull-off spots do exist. 

Armond: A 10-foot driveway is very narrow.  

Dill: Can the USGS contours be placed on the map for next month?

Metcalf: The USGS can be added.

Dill: The area can be re-walked when the snow melts to view the contours.

Armond: If the driveway is widened it would have to be to the North; stabilization of the bank should be part of the construction sequence.  The site walk was helpful in the viewing of the area and the area is flat.

Metcalf: The commission’s input has been heard and will be useful to move forward.  

Discussion with Pat Young and Nathan Frohling of the Eightmile River Coordinating Committee regarding efforts going forward.

Present at the meeting were Pat Young (Program Director), Nathan Frohling (Vice Chair), and Anthony Irving (Chair).

Irving: The committee would like to keep the commission up-to-date on changes and projects that we are involved with.  Pat Young will discuss a grant, which has been received.  The Management Plan was endorsed and can be implemented by the town.  

Frohling: The Federal Government has protection over the Wild and Scenic areas; the townspeople need to do their part to follow through with the information in the Management Plan which was approved in 2006. The six main goals of the plan were discussed; stormwater and stream crossings are the current focus.  The Planning and Zoning Commission handles most of the stream crossings, but the Eightmile River Coordinating Committee would like to keep this commission informed as well.  

Young: The committee is focusing on storm water because it is incorporated in the Management Plan; towns do not have field maps in place. There is a Storm Water Management Plan, which will be required in the near future; the plan is to map storm drains in three towns.  Jacobsen Associates have been hired to create the mapping; the drains will be mapped, the quality of the areas, and a prioritize list for repairs will be included in the process.  Feedback from commissions is very important to the process of the storm water plan; the mapping will be of the town roads not state roads.  The road treatment of salt was discussed; the state highways are experimenting with salt applications.  

Irving: The grant is a matching grant; the committee is matching with volunteer time.

Young: The mapping of the three towns will cover 220 miles of road; this would be phase #1, but the hope is to have a phase#2.  

Crowther: Once the mapping is created it would be helpful information to the public. 

Young: Commission members will be needed to be part of the steering committee; the volunteer time would also go towards the grant match. It is interesting how much storm water areas there are in the town.   

Frohling: The documentation will help learn where the storm water goes when it leaves the road.    

OLD BUSINESS

Hand out markup of draft regulations resulting from brain storming session with Pat Young.

Gigliotti: Pat Young and I have gone through the regulations, Young has done most of the work in the document which has been past out to the commission; the document is meant to be a starting point.  Comments are shaded into the document that may need viewing and/or thought.  The commission can plan to meet early before the meeting next month to start discussions on the regulations.  

Armond: The commission members should be prepared to review the first 12 pages of the daft created by Gigliotti and Young.  The documents Gigliotti had given to use previously have been combined into the new document received this evening.  

Young: The document before the commission should be compared to the old regulations.  

Gigliotti: The document can be forwarded via e-mail if that is helpful.  

Young: Stream crossing information and a reference to the CT Storm Water Management Plan were added to the document; a reference to the Eight Mile River Overlay District could be added to the site plan requirements.

Irving: A copy of Section 19, Watershed Overlay District, was handed to the commission member.  The Eightmile Coordinating Committee is looking for a new member since Roger Dill is retiring.

Dill: Tom Reynolds has voiced interest in becoming a member.

Armond: Have there been any applications when the Overlay Zone came into play?

Gigliotti: There was one application when the information was needed, the McCall application which came before the Planning and Zoning Commission.

Continuation of Discussion with Pat Young and Nathan Frohling of the Eightmile River Coordinating Committee regarding efforts going forward.

Frohling: There are members needed for the Steering Committee, the committee is looking for suggestions on possible committee member from town that could add helpful information about the town.

Crowther: The First Selectman could add a request for a volunteer to the newsletter that could be helpful.  

Follow up report on George and Linda House, 23 Clark Road; clean up of the brook silted in during a pond dredging operation.

Gigliotti: The streambed has been cleaned-up after the snowstorm; the area has been viewed and the material was removed down to the gravel bed, the job was well done.

Lonnergren (update)

Gigliotti: Is still pending.

Deanne (update)

Armond: The Deanne approval was not applied.  

Gigliotti: An abutting neighbor has turned into the DEP the information on the old fill and the DEP has cited Mr. Deanne for a potential violation for filling without a permit; Mr. Deanne is handling the situation from 1980.

 NEW BUSINESS

Don Gerber, 272 Hamburg Road; permission to cut overhanging trees and branches blocking access to the established channel in Hamburg Cove.

Gigliotti: The new dock has been completed but there are overhanging trees and branches that are growing out of the spoils from the dredging in the 1930’s.  The trees are blocking access to the channel; the permission was granted to limb branches to allow access to the channel.  The material being removed will be hauled away and/or used for firewood. 

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES

A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the December 15, 2010 public hearing/regular meeting with spelling corrections, (president to precedent, shouts to shoots, samplings to saplings); Hessel moved the motion, Hammond seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed with one abstention.  

Comment on approval process

Crowther: Information (evidence of research) given to the commission by applicants should be reviewed for accuracy before using the data in deciding the approval.

Armond: The concern is being heard and the commission will be more careful moving forward.     

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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