LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

March 16, 2011

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.,

Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Sue Hessel, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 3/11 SITE WALK: B. Crowther

REGULAR MEETING

Preliminary discussion of a proposed subdivision of the Talcott property on Sterling Hill Road.
Present at meeting was Whitney Talcott.

Talcott: The property located on Sterling Hill Road totals 60 acres; the proposed division will be 1) 44 acres to Lyme Land Trust and 2) 3 lots with shared driveway with cutting restrictions on long the roadway.  There is a 50 foot access to the Conservation property.  The lots have ample area for construction of homes outside the 100 foot wetland review area. 

Gigliotti: The Planning and Zoning Commission has reviewed this information and felt positive towards the proposed division of the large parcel.  

Armond: Called for comments on the preliminary presentation, there were no comments; this will be seen as a formal application in the near future.   

Harold Hine 25 Joshuatown Road Tax Map 28 Lot 4; cease and desist order for unauthorized land clearing within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Harold Hines.

Gigliotti: Linda Bireley (Lyme Conservation Trust) called to question a logging operation at 25 Joshuatown Road, adjacent to the Czikowsky property.  Trees were cut on the property and some of the trees were located on the road; the cutting stopped immediately, the logs were removed from the neighbor’s property, and hay was placed on the disturbed area to stabilize the soil.  A cease and desist order was sent out to the property owner; the letter stated that there were potential violations, the area was viewed and the cutting was outside the 100 foot restricted area from the river, the cut trees were not counted. The disturbance on the hillside was done by a skidder near the stream; there did not seem to be any erosion issues.  

Armond: There was a stack of logs on the property near a pool of standing water.

Gigliotti: A number of the trees removed were diseased; permission would have been grant if the property owner called to ask to remove the diseased trees. Mr. Lomas has moved the trees and has started clean-up; some of the trees cut were very healthy.  

Crowther: The cut trees were within a short distance of a stream; the slope is stable but is vulnerable to erosion. Was there a purpose behind the removal of the trees?

Hines: There have been trees removed in the past due to being a threat to structures on the property. Mr. Lomas has been working on cleaning-up the trees on the hillside to allow the healthy trees the room to grow.  The larger tree had been damaged by CL&P in the past and has become diseased.  

Crowther: The area of concern is the hillside.

Hines: The stumps will not be removed; the plan is to replace some trees.  It was not known that there was a need for a permit and it was unknown that the area was wetlands.  Don Gerber clarified the definition of wetlands is the soil type. 

Armond: There were previous conversations about jurisdiction of Inland/Wetlands; 100 feet from a watercourse is regulated area.                     

Hines: The hillside stream does not run all year, it was understood that the restricted area was from the river.  
Dill: Mr. Lomas is aware of the Inland/Wetlands regulations.  The area along the stream was heavily vegetated, it seems there was clearing; the area needs remediation.  There are deep ruts from the skidder.  

Hines: The area near the river was clear-cut in July by a land steward to remove Japanese stilt grass and bittersweet; Mr. Lomas did not cut any trees waterside. 
Crowther: Anthony Irving had a nature walk in October; the area may have been cleared previously to the tree cutting.  

Armond: By next month’s meeting a plot plan and a replanting plan should be prepared.  

Dill: The area needs stabilized before next month along the stream course and the driveway.

Hines: The culvert beneath the roadway is in need of repair; trees are located on the roadway to deter travel up the driveway.  The ownership of the roadway is unknown.

Gigliotti: There is a possibility that the roadway is owned by the town; Don Gerber believes the driveway is town property.  

Hines: The A2 survey does not show the ownership of the roadway.

Armond: Inventory of the number and location of trees cut within a regulated area is needed for next month’s meeting.  

Gigliotti: Lomas was informed there is a need for stabilization of the area by flattening the ruts and covering the disturbed area with hay. 

Armond: The cut trees should be located on the A2 survey and the commission will review the information then a decision will be made as to what should be done to repair the area; a replanting of the area will be the next step. A requirement of a replanting plan is that the first branch of the trees be at least 6 feet from the ground to deter deer browsing. The roots of the cut trees are still intact, the hillside is currently stable.  

Hessel: Ballek’s Garden Center can help out with the identification of the cut trees and can suggest what type of trees should be planted. Any future tree cutting within the regulated area will require a permit.             

Hines: Hardwood trees are the more desirable types to use in the planting plan.        
Sue Lambert 137 Shore Drive, Tax Map 40.3 Lot 24; a repair to a septic system with a regulated area.  

Gigliotti: An application for repair to a septic system was received but was not placed on the agenda. Can the commission receive the application?

Present at the meeting was Ron Lambert. 
Lambert: The property has a saturated system; the new leaching field will be located in the same area as the existing field. The goal is to replace the system before it completely fails.

Armond: A letter of approval was received from George Calkins.  

Crowther: The repair will be to the leaching field, not the septic tank?

Hines: The field is saturated; the plan is to over excavate and replace with new fill.

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application for the repair to a septic system.    

Hessel moved to accept the application as presented; the motion was seconded by Crowther, and passed by all members present.    

OLD BUSINESSN/A
 NEW BUSINESS

Lawn Chemical

Gigliotti: An e-mail was received about the harmful health effects of lawn chemical; a presentation will take place March 31, 2011 at 7 p.m. at Middlesex Community College. A $5 donation is requested for attending the class.  

Armond: The Old Lyme Conservation Commission has contacted me about the chemicals (for grubs) being used on playing fields; the chemical being used has a good safety profile.

Gigliotti: If anyone is interested in attending they can contact Kim O’Rourke at 860-344-3526 to pre-register.  

Municipal Inland/Wetlands Commissioners Training Program

Gigliotti: If anyone is interest in attending any of the Segments, the information is available.  

Proposed Bill before the General Assembly

Gigliotti: The proposed Bill #5097 will require commission members to state at a Public Hearing whom has completed the course training; the completion of all three segments of the training is needed before a commission member is certified.   
Copies of the segment dates were handed out to the commission members.     
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES

A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the January 19, 2011 regular meeting with spelling corrections, (Deanne to Deane); Hessel moved the motion, Crowther seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed.  

Executive Session 

Armond: The commission entered into Executive Session at 8:22 p.m.

The regular meeting was continued at 8:59 p.m.
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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