PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Public Hearing/Regular Meeting

The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing/regular meeting on

Monday, April 11, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,

480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Tiffany Chairman, Kelvin Tyler, Hunter Ward, Joan Rich, K.C. Mazer, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Public Hearing

Town of Lyme, present a proposed revision to current zoning regulations.  Principally the proposed revision updates Section 15 Flood Plain District to comply with the latest FEMA requirements for continued participation by the Town in the Federal Flood Insurance Program.  Additionally, appendix H has been added to correct a previous omission, the definition of height in section 2.24 has been revised in accordance with the request of the Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency, the definition of required lot width and frontage in section 7.5 has been revised to clear up ambiguity, sections 7.19 Deer Fences, 7.20 Stream Crossings and 7.21 Water Quality have been added, section 19 has been revised to correct minor omissions of reference.  The Table of Contents has also been revised to reflect the above changes and correct errors.
Gigliotti: There were letter received from agencies in response to mailed copies of the regulation changes; 1) Gateway Commission: No comments and thanked the commission for sending the information for their review.  2) South Eastern CT. Regional Planning Commission: No objections. & 3) Mike Carey: identified typos and questions definitions which are not included, defining language of authority of the commission, best management plan (Pat Young will assist in the language), and missing words and/or word replacement necessary. A copy of the FEMA letter was handed to the commission for viewing.  Long Island Sound, Marcy Balint, the main comment has to do with the quality management section, which was added at the request of Pat Young.  The public hearing can be held open as to complete the information presented from the letters received, when completed Mike Carey will reviewed the document. The regulation changes need to be complete and sent in by June 2011.

Tiffany: The optional sections may not be have to be added, the optional sections can be reviewed by the commission and add comments.  

Gigliotti: Below flood plain development information can be left out and when the situation arises the commission can deal with every individual application.  The optional section should be added because it was viewed the information is important to include.  The additional information will be helpful to have in the regulations.  

Tiffany: Question on old structures over water will not be allowed to be reconstructed, unless the structure is a functional operation use.

Gigliotti: Commercial use could be reconstructed but privately owned structures will not be allowed to be reconstructed.  
Tyler: The structure should not be replaced if it will be damaged continually by water.  

Tiffany: Properties in town that would be affected were discussed between the commission members. 

Tyler: The optional section can be added and will be helpful to the commission.

The public hearing was closed and the regular meeting was opened at 7:54 p.m.  

Regular Meeting
Vote on adopting the proposed changes to the current zoning regulations.
Tiffany: Gigliotti will add the corrections to the document and if there are any more questions that arise the commission will be consulted. 

Tiffany moved to adopt the proposed changes to the current Zoning regulations; the motion was seconded by Mazer and the motion was passed unanimously.    
Old Business N/A
New Business
CREPRA merger
Gigliotti: The changes will happen before it is made mandatory by the State; the CREPRA office will be moving and will be merging with Mid-State.  Regionalizing is the way things are moving in the State of Connecticut.  

Connecticut River Coastal Conservation District, Inc.

Gigliotti: A copy of the letter was e-mailed to the commission with the link to contact the Representatives. The letter has to do with proposal for Licensers of Storm Water Professionals; this would affect storm water involved with subdivisions that will be represented by a Storm Water Manager and then the commission will have to approve the information presented by the applicant’s representative. This is the proposed House Bill # 6400.  Commission members should make an attempt to respond individually.  

Environmental Committee

Gigliotti: Bill #832 has not been passed as of yet; this will tighten up the buffers along the rivers, nothing can be cut within 100 feet of any river.  Our town already has guidelines in place with the Gateway.  Invasive species removal starts with me the ZEO and then if need be goes to the commission; if permission is given the Wetlands Commission is informed of details of the removal of the invasive species.        
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2011public hearing/ regular meeting. The motion was moved by Ward, seconded by Mazer, and passed unanimously.

Adjournment

Tiffany entertained a motion to adjourn, moved by Tyler, seconded by Rich, and passed.  The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:11p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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