LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

May 18, 2011

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on

Wednesday, May 18, 2011 at 7:30 p.m.,

Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Sue Hessel-alternate for Priscilla Hammond, Ben Kegley, Roger Dill, Beverly Crowther, Tom Reynolds,  Steve Kurlansky-alternate for Fred Bliven, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 5/11 SITE WALK: B. Crowther
REGULAR MEETING

Chris Arelt, Gungy Rd Tax Map 45 Lot 16; an application for an amendment to a permit granted in February, 2008 for location of a driveway within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Chris Arelt. 

Arelt: Improvements have begun to the property.  An existing woods road was shown on the site plan which is close to wetlands, the want is  relocate the driveway to the location shown on the updated plan; the new location does not require the removal of any trees.  The goal is to disturb the property as little as possible. 

Kurlansky: Will the driveway go over the septic system?

Arelt: There will be a mantis system installed.  

Crowther: The septic system will remain in the area shown on the plans but the leaching field will be moved.

Dill: Is the driveway complete?

Arelt: The driveway is being used but is not complete and does not have gravel at this point.  

Dill: The relocation should have come before this commission before the driveway was created.  

Gigliotti: The driveway was viewed and Arelt was informed that the permit should be amended.  

Dill: The silt fence needs repair due to not being installed properly.  

Crowther: The silt fence was viewed on the site walk and does need attention.  The driveway is a level area.  Will there be shoulders created on the driveway?

Armond: A driveway is usually crowned.  

Arelt: The surface on the driveway has been cleared.  
Armond entertained a motion to approve the relocation of the driveway; the repair to the silt fence should be done as soon as possible. The motion was moved by Crowther and seconded by Dill.  
Armond called for any farther discussion.

Kurlansky: Does the plan need to show more details about the changes and location of the septic system?

Gigliotti: Before the house site is developed the Town Sanitarian will review the system and if there are any significant changes the information will be back before the commission.

Dill: Are there any other proposed changes to the plan and/or house site?

Arelt: The house site will be as shown.

Gigliotti: A letter was received from the Lyme Land Trust and the neighbors were notified of the relocation of the driveway. 

Armond: The Lyme Land Trust has no problem with the relocation of the driveway.   

Armond called for a vote, the motion was passed by all members present.  
Barbara David, 73 Brush Hill Rd Tax Map 12 Lot 1; an application for modification of driveway drainage within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting were John Cunningham and Mark Lagasser, Property Manager.

Crowther: Viewing the site is critical to the application.

The commission took a moment to view photographs which were handed out.  

Armond: Trees have been cut along the driveway within the regulated area.  

Cunningham: The nearest cutting was 40 feet from the wetlands.  The existing dwelling was pointed out on the map; the goal is to recreate the driveway due to safety issues.  The existing driveway pitches towards the wetlands, the proposed driveway will pitch towards the steep bank; a swale basin will be placed in the area where the trees were removed.  There will be a large area of crushed stone to trap the water and disperse the flow.  

Crowther: The slope on the edge of the driveway seems to be packed; the plan states that the stumps will be removed and the cut for the swale will be in the slope. 

Cunningham: The driveway width will remain at 13 to 15 feet and the swale will be approximately 3 feet wide; there is a planting plan to stabilize the bank.  The driveway surface will be processed gravel.  

Crowther: The cut to create the swale is very concerning.

Kegley: What is the percentage of the pitch of the slope?  
Cunningham: The completed slope percentage will be 2 to 3.  

Armond: How will the water be slowed down?  The water will probably spill out onto the roadway.  

Dill: The catch basin is small for the purpose and the outlet is not drawn properly.  

Cunningham: The amount of water will not increase.

Reynolds: The plan is to decrease the amount of the slope but digging down will create a steep pitch.  

 Lagasser: The safety and constant repair of the driveway is the concern; the sediment goes towards the wetlands.    

Armond: Water may overshoot the end of the swale.  

Lagasser: The driveway has issues after every storm; the driveway is very dangerous in the winter. The trees were removed to allow sunlight into the property.   

Armond: Planting on a 45 degree slope is a concern and the vegetation may not take.  The water will be diverted by leaves and debris.  During a large rainstorm there is a large amount of sheet flow.  

Lagasser: The goal is to minimize the sheet flow.

Crowther: The swale area should be marked with flags to show the proposed location.

Cunningham: Rip-rap will slow down the flow of water and the basin could be larger to trap the water.  

Gigliotti: This plan is following with the want for water quality; the catch basin and swale maybe undersized. 

Armond: The end of the swale is the issue in controlling the water. There are techniques to make energy dissipation happen.

Gigliotti: The slope created will be very steep.  

Cunningham: The plant list was described; the root mass will hold the bank.

Kurlansky: Driveways do wash out during storms.

Cunningham: The want was to avoid needing an engineered plan.

Armond: The rip-rap will slow the water down until the water overtops the area.  
Lagasser: The area needs some recreating or the sediment runoff will continue to be an issue.  

Armond: The water flow should be calculated to the amount of water that is expected to flow down the swale and an engineer could explain if the size of the swale and basin are adequate. 

Cunningham: The slope can be planted.
Armond: Exposing subsoil of a slope is an issue; the area will need to be covered with topsoil.  This application will be held until more details are added.       

Anthony Cooper, Elys Ferry Rd Tax Map 17 Lot 27; an application for drainage improvements and underground power installation along an existing roadway within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Anthony Cooper and Marc Evankow.

Cooper: It was unknown that a permit was required for the improvements; the property has been in the family for many years.  The right-of-way to the terminus is over the Mellon property.  The dock, boathouse, and the roadway have started to deteriorate. DEP approval has been received for the pier and the boathouse.  The pier has been constructed.  The goal is to create a swale on the cove side of the driveway.  Dead trees were removed without a permit. The want is to repair the roadway and add rip-rap to the area to control the water.  

Reynolds: There has been clearing near the turnaround.  

Evankow: One large maple tree was removed.  

Cooper: The road is the same width.  

Armond: Was the property viewed?

Crowther: On the site walk it was viewed the area was cleared and there is a pile of soil at the end of the driveway.  The improvement to the dock area looks wonderful. The soil was disturbed by the removed tree. 

Cooper: A stonewall will be built with a tree behind to stabilize the area.  

Crowther: There is not a silt fence around the driveway.

Dill: A small area of the silt fence should be repaired.  

Crowther: The area is fairly flat.

Cooper: The want is to clean up the area. Apology goes out to the commission for not filing a permit.  The vegetation is affected by the incoming water from the cove.  The driveway has been widened slightly to accommodate the swale. 

Reynolds: The map should have more details.

Armond: The map should have topography line and a construction sequence.   

Crowther: The soil has been disrupted with the repair to the boathouse; the area is not steep and the acceleration of the water should not be a huge problem.  
Dill: The roadway looks new, vegetation is absent from the area.

Armond: The area will have to be viewed.  The plans are not detailed enough.  The application will be back before the commission next month.
OLD BUSINESS N/A
NEW BUSINESS N/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES

A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the April 2011 regular meeting moved the motion Hessel, Dill seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed with four           abstentions. 
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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