LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

January 18, 2012
7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Wednesday, January 18, 2012 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Susan Hessel(alternate seated for Tom Reynolds–regular member), Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Patrick Crowley(new member), Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, Attorney Mike Carey, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 1/12 SITE WALK: N/A 

REGULAR MEETING

Beverly Platner, Pratt Road Tax Map 8 Lot 88; an application for construction of a driveway over the travel-way of the discontinued Pratt Road.  Portions of the driveway construction will take place within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf. 
Metcalf: This information was before the commission on preliminary bases a few months back; the application is to improve the discontinued Pratt Road gravel travel-way into a driveway.  The second sheet of the plans shows the commission’s comments; the improvements will be made to the upside of the driveway, the topography, and the goal is to keep the drainage away from the wetlands.

Armond: The property was walked a few months back by some of the commission members. 

Dill: Every 500 feet there will be a pull box, where will utilities be located?

Metcalf: The plan is that the utilities will be underground and the location will be field marked by the utility company. 

Armond: The utility trench is a temporary disturbance. There is a stone wall which follows the driveway at the south side of the travel-way.  

Crowther: What will be the depth and distance of the digging into the hillside?

Metcalf: The details of the digging are shown in the plans; the edge of the travel-way to the south will remain the same, the proposal will be 12 feet wide and the hillside will be entered into 4 to 6 feet.  The width of the travel-way varies. The development of the road will continue just past the Platner property. 
Armond: The information was clear during the preliminary meeting and the commission’s questions have been addressed in the presentation.  

Metcalf: The stone wall will not be disturbed; a few trees will be cleared and boulders will be moved during construction. The excavated material will be relocated to the Platner property located along Pratt Road; there may be blasted stone.  

Hessel: Will the road be considered a private driveway?

Metcalf: Every property owner has the right to access the roadway, including people entering the cemetery.  The silt fence details are in the notes on the plans. Mr. Gigliotti will be contacted before the construction starts.  

Faulkner Hunt (property owner of 445 Joshuatown Road): Where does the runoff from the travel-way end up? Will the driveway increase the flow off the road?
Metcalf: The change in flow will not be measurable. 

Armond: The wetland slows down the movement of the water; the flow enters into Selden Creek.  The driveway will be a processed gravel not paved; if it were paved the run off would be an issue. 

Hunt: Do the neighbors have a say in the plans for the travel-way? 

Armond: That question could be answered by the Board of Selectmen. 

Tom Darcy (property owner on Ferry Road): Is it known what the Platner’s plans are for the property once driveway is completed.

Armond: The goal for the property is unknown but the property is land locked and only one house site can be created. This application is before this commission to deal with the Inland/Wetlands issues; the lot is residential property. 

Dill entertained a motion to approve the application as presented with stipulations; 1) the driveway is to be maintained as a gravel driveway, if the intent in the future is to pave the driveway there will be a need to come back before the commission, and 2) the utilities should be installed to the north of the driveway. 

The motion was seconded by Hessel and passed with one abstention. 

Marcy Saltzman (Ferry Road property owner): Will the wildlife be affected by the development of the driveway?

Armond: The wildlife will be disturbed during the construction of the driveway but will use the roadway for travel afterwards.  

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the December 2011 meeting, Hessel moved the motion, Dill seconded the motion, and the minutes were passed. 

Crowther questioned a few sections of the minutes and the commission reviewed sections in question.

Turner: Great details of Attorney Carey’s citing from Judge Fuller are not part of the minutes.

The minutes were approved with 2 abstentions.    
NEW BUSINESS

New Member

Armond: A new member is joining our commission, Patrick Crowley.

Crowley: I have been on many commissions in the past while living in shoreline towns; the goal in becoming part of this commission is to give back to the community.  

Crowther: Mr. Crowley and his family give back to the committee in other ways (the Ambulance Department); he stewards property and has supported Mr. Firgelewski in conserving land in town. 
OLD BUSINESS
Convene executive session to discuss pending litigation on the Lonnegren property.

Armond entertained a motion to enter into executive session; Crowley was recused from the executive session of the meeting. The motion was moved by Hammond and seconded by Hessel. The commission entered into executive session at 8:07 p.m.
Executive session ended at 8:45 p.m.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Turner, Secretary
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