


                                                          SELECTMEN’S MINUTES
                                                     MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2012

Present: Steve Mattson, Parker Lord, Ralph Eno

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 PM and the minutes for the previous board meeting were accepted.

As the first order of business, the selectmen signed off on appointments to the Hadlyme Ferry Historic District, Parks and Recreation commission, Regional Planning Agency and Estuary Transit District. Copies of the appointments will be filed with these minutes.

Next, the board discussed correspondence from Attorney Harry Heller who represents Rhonda Marchesi whose family resides on Brockway Ferry Road regarding town snow plowing practices on that street.

It is Attorney Heller’s contention that since the Marchesi’s and the Town of Lyme became embroiled in a lawsuit concerning the town right of way at the end of Brockway Ferry Road, that the town has been intentionally piling snow at the head of the Marchesi’s driveway. This, Attorney Heller claims, is causing a public safety issue for his clients.

Selectman Eno observed that the complaint stems from the previous winter when the state was subjected to record amounts of snow accumulation. He further observed that the Marchesis have never broached the issue with the Board of Selectmen until the recently received correspondence. 

Mr. Eno has spoken with the town crew driver who is responsible for the Brockway Ferry route. He reported that the driver feathers his plow at the end of the road so as not to pile snow up in front of the Marchesi’s driveway. There has been no indication of a problem this year and most likely the difficulty was due exclusively to last season’s unique conditions.

The selectmen expressly directed that the minutes reflect their sentiment that Attorney Heller’s assertion that the town is intentionally piling snow in front of his client’s driveway in retaliation for the lawsuit is both insulting and untrue. It was also noted that the town has refrained from using its traditional plowing route on Brockway Ferry in deference to the Marchesis until the legal issues are resolved. If they were to permit resumption of past practices, the point would be moot. Selectman Eno was directed to communicate same to Attorney Heller.

The board then decided to make a $250.00 donation to the American Heart Association in memory of Philip Young whose son Patrick is launching a fund raising drive during February’s Heart Month which was also his father’s birth month. It was the sense of the meeting that the action appropriating town funds was appropriate given the Young family’s decision to give almost ninety acres to the town to be preserved in Phil’s memory.

Brief discussion then followed on the status of budget development for the upcoming fiscal year and fund raising for the Town Campus Center project.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Ralph Eno
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