PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on

Monday, March 12, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,

480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371

MEMBERS PRESENT: David Tiffany Chairman, Steve Mattson, Hunter Ward, Joan Rich, Kelvin Tyler, Bill Koch, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Regular Meeting
Consideration of an application for a four lot subdivision of property of Ruth Young. The property in question is a 101 acre parcel that fronts on both Gungy Rd and Beaver Brook Road and is listed as Map 53 Lot 5. 
Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf.

Metcalf: This information was viewed by the commission on a preliminary basis a few months back.  The applicant for this application is the Town of Lyme; the town will be the recipient of the open space and affordable housing lot.  The Inland/ Wetlands commission will also see an application due to there being wetlands on the property; the P&Z commission cannot act on this application until a referral  is received from the I&W commission.  The total parcel is approx. 90 acres. The proposal would be to divide the existing house (lot #1-2.56 acres), lot with frontage on Beaver Brook Road for affordable housing (lot#2- 2 acres), Ruth Young will retain the rear lot (lot#3-2.2 acres) plus the cell tower parcel (when the cell tower is discontinues the lot it will be rededicated to the town), and the open space parcel would be 82.32 acres (lot #4). The whole parcel has not been marked for wetlands; there are not a lot of wetlands on the property, the parcel is a glacier tilt.  The map was explained for the commission to orientate themselves to the location of the property.  

Tiffany: The plan seems great; we will see you next month.

Gigliotti: The commission will need to give a letter of recommendation after the application is approved.     
Old Business N/A
  New Business
Welcome new member

Tiffany: Bill Koch is our new commission member, welcome Bill. 

Representative for Open Space Committee

Tiffany: Ralph Eno has recommended Steve Mattson to be the commission’s representative on the Open Space Committee.  

Koch moved a motion to have Steve Mattson be our Open Space Committee representative. The motion was seconded by Tyler and was passed by all members present.  
Deep River sample pamphlet (land uses)
Gigliotti: The Deep River Planning and Zoning Commission have put together a pamphlet describing land use for the public to know the ins & outs of land use. They received a grant to create the pamphlet and DR is asking other local towns if they would like to join in and use the informational pamphlet. 

Mattson: It could be posted on the website. 

Gigliotti: There are more pamphlets to come on different subjects.   
Gilbert property

Gigliotti: There is a 44.7 acre lot off of Gungy Road that is for sale and if purchased will connect the Young parcel to Hartman Park; the goal if purchased a 5 acre parcel will be divided to offset the purchase price. 

Mattson: Discussion has happened been the Lyme Land Trust and the owners of the property; the selectman has discussed the timing and cost. 

Tiffany: In this market land is going for cheap.

Mattson: The price on this piece will be approx. $460,000; some of the monies would come from the town and the Land Trust. The goal is that the Hartman Park trail would be extended onto this property; hunting would not be allowed on the parcel or on the Young parcel.

Mattson: The information will be presented at the May Town Meeting. The commission can weigh in on the suitability of the addition of the property.  

Discussions continue between commission members about other properties for sale in town.  

Discussion of possible Zoning Regulation changes
Gigliotti: An e-mail was received from Allan Gregory and the e-mail stated that open ended pipes have the potential to be death traps for birds. Is this something that the commission feels would require a regulation change?

Mattson: A regulation could be created to remove installed items such as slit fences and/or test pipes after construction has been completed. 

Mapping error 
Gigliotti: Mapping error may have occurred in 2001 on the south side of Falls Brook, the original map was signed by Rowland Ballek in 1964.  On the 2001map the C40 Zone extends to the south of Falls Brook and a 20 foot strip of land; the error has been transferred to current maps, there is no documentation showing the extension of the C40 Zone. The zoning needs to be corrected to show the RU40 prior to the 2001 mapping. The change will have to be mailed out and should go to public hearing; Attorney Carey will be questioned on how to proceed.  
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the December 2011meeting. The motion was moved by Tyler, seconded by Rich, and passed with one abstention.

Adjournment

Tiffany entertained a motion to adjourn, the motion was moved by Rich, seconded by Mattson, and passed.  The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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