LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

April 18, 2012
7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Wednesday, April 18, 2012 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Ben Kegley, Susan Hessel(alternate seated for regular member Tom Reynolds), Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Steve Kurlansky(alternate seated for Roger Dill for the McLaughlin section of meeting), Patrick Crowley, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, Attorney Mike Carey, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 4/12 SITE WALK:  Armond, Crowther, Crowley, Dill.
REGULAR MEETING
Earl and Margaret Mummert 67 Lord Hill Lane, Tax Map 24 Lot 6; an application for construction of a new septic system within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting were Earl and Margaret Mummert. 
Mummert: The new septic system (gravity fed system) will be within 200 feet of Lords Cove; George Calkins has submitted an approval letter of the system from his knowledge of the soils in the area. The septic system being replaced is over 30 years old. A silt fence will be placed in the area as soon as possible by our tree contractor because the trees being removed are disrupting the soil. 

Crowther: Will the septic system plan be submitted to the commission for review?

Armond: The plan will be approved by Calkins; the commission’s issue is with the proximity to Lords Cove. 

Mummert: Calkins knows the soils in the area very well.    
Dill: Will there be more trees cleared?

Mummert: The view is what it is; there are no more plans to cut any trees.

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented, the motion was moved by Dill, seconded by Crowley, and was passed by all members present.
Lorna McLaughlin 224 Beaver Brook Road, Tax Map 45 Lot 7; an application for construction of an open deck within a regulated area.

Dill was recused for this application due to being an adjacent property owner. 
(Steve Kurlansky was seated for Roger Dill)

Present at the meeting was Lorna McLaughlin.
A drawing on an I-Pad was passed around to the commission members.

McLaughlin: The structure will be supported by Tommy Dock piers; standard footpads will be used. The 24 foot section of the deck will be along the house; there are approximately 30 footpads beneath the deck to distribute the weight.

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application; Kurlansky moved the motion, seconded by Crowley, and was passed unanimously. 

Armond: Roger Dill reentered the meeting for the balance of the meeting. 
NEW BUSINESS
Letter from Grace Brooks
Gigliotti: A cease and desist order was sent out and Grace Brooks has responded by sending a letter which states she is relinquishing her permit for removal of the beaver dam. An application for the removal of the beaver dam has been received from the Gagens and the commission will see their application next month.  
Mike Flanagan (Blood Street)
Gigliotti: Fill was placed in an area near the driveway and the goal is to restore the area. The commission will see the application in the future. 
David Frankel (218 Joshuatown Road)
Present was David Frankel.

Gigliotti: A cease and desist order was sent out to the property owners for excavating and grading on a hillside within a regulated area of two streams.

Frankel: The area below the stone wall has been overtaken by barberry and bittersweet vines; the want was to reclaim the area by planting a garden. A local Landscaper suggested re-grading the area. 

Armond to Frankel: Are there tree stumps in the stream?

Frankel: Trees were not taken down; the trees came down during a storm and the clearing of the area allowed access to the downed trees. 

Crowther: It does seem that the stumps and brush has been pushed in the direction of the stream to the south.

Dill: A wetlands walk could be scheduled to see what needs to be done.

Armond: The soil in the area is very unstable and needs erosion control.

Frankel: The top half of the area has been seeded. 

Armond: Erosion control should be placed in the area as soon as possible before heavy rain.

Crowther: The commission’s concern is with the area which is bare within the regulated area.

Armond: Erosion control should be put in place, an application is needed for an activity within a regulated area, a walk will be scheduled, and a restoration plan should be submitted. Growing vegetables in a wetland area is not a great idea. Native plants should be planted in the area; the area is very shaded. 

Hessel: Fertilizer cannot be used within a regulated area.   
Crowther: The plan should show the distances from the streams.

Dill: Your Landscaper did you a disservice. 

Frankel: It was not known it was required to receive a permit for re-grading of the area. The correct process was followed when our septic system was installed. Our Landscaper suggested what could be done with the area to remove the invasive species. 

Armond: We as a commission have an ordinance in our regulations which gives the commission the ability to fine the land owner and the contractor responsible for the work. 

Frankel: Barretta Landscaping Company was the contractor which did the work.

Crowther: People seem to not make the connection between wetlands and setbacks from a regulated area. 

Hessel: Ignorance is not an excuse. 

Crowther: Gigliotti could have been contacted. Barberry is a problem in town; studies have been done on Town owned properties to see what the best approach is to removing the invasive species. 

Frankel: In hindsight Gigliotti should have been contacted. 

Armond: The site walk will be scheduled for May 15 to view the area if an application is received soon.  The area should be hay bailed; a contractor can give you the information about how to install sedimentation and erosion control on the hillside. A restoration plan can be developed by next month with a local Landscaper. (A pamphlet of local businesses was given to Mr. Frankel) Gigliotti can be contacted with any questions.         
OLD BUSINESSN/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the March 2012 meeting, Hessel moved the motion, Crowther seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved with 2 abstentions.    
Enter into Executive Session
Armond entertained a motion to enter into executive session, Hessel moved the motion, Crowther seconded the motion, and was passed by all members present.  

Discussion of pending litigation of Platner vs. I&W Agency and potential settlement.

The commission entered into executive session at 8:09 p.m. Members present were Paul Armond, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Susan Hessel-Alternate, Patrick Crowley, Steve Kurlansky-Alternate, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, and Attorney Mike Carey. The session was ended at 8:34 p.m. with no vote taken. 

Discussion of pending litigation of Lonnegren vs. I&W Agency and potential settlement.

The commission entered into executive session at 8:35 p.m. Members present were Paul Armond, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond, Susan Hessel-Alternate, Steve Kurlansky-Alternate, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Bernie Gigliotti-ZEO and Attorney Mike Carey. The session was ended at 9:10 p.m. with no vote taken. 
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:11 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Turner, Secretary
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