LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

January 16, 2013

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Wednesday, January 16, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT

MEMBERS PRESENT  Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Patrick Crowley, Priscilla Hammond, Roger Dill, Susan Hessel alternate member seated for  regular member Tom Reynolds, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 1/13 SITE WALK:  R. Dill & P. Crowley
REGULAR MEETING

Armond seated alternate member Sue Hessel for absent member Tom Reynolds. 
Armond stated the Items #4 on the agenda will be postponed until next month (Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Road). And #5 on the regular meeting agenda and #1 of the executive session will not take place this evening ( Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No. KNL-CV-10-6003436-S and Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No.  KNL-CV-12-6011903-S).

Peter Fedorko, 89 Shore Drive, Tax Map 40.3 Lot45; an application for construction of an addition to an existing dwelling and reconfiguration of an existing deck within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Peter and Barbara Fedorko.

P. Fedorko: The project will include the updating of the existing cottage and reconfigure the stairway to the lake. The plan is identical to what was presented at a previous meeting.
Armond entertained a motion to approve the application.

The motion was moved by Dill, seconded by Hessel, and was passed unanimously. 

Jason Selmont, 91Shore Drive, Tax Map 40.3 Lot 44; an application for construction of a garage/addition and septic system within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Anthony Hendricks (Land Surveyor) representing Jason Selmont. 

Hendricks: Site plans have been submitted to the commission which shows the contours of the property, proposed leaching field, and the well location. The project will be constructed in phases; phase #1- 24’X24’ garage unit with an apartment above with a deck, the garage will have a slab foundation. Silt fencing is also shown on the plan. Trees will be cleared for the installation of the septic system near the road. The well will be located near the lake. In the future the plan would be to construct phase #2 of the project; the area will be cleared now to allow for extra parking. A letter has not been received from Mr. Calkins for the septic system but he has been sent a copy of the plan, test pits will be dug. 
Armond questioned if there will be a plan for a dock and/or stairs to the water included in this application. 

Hendricks: That is not included in this application. The proposed structure will have a garage on the first floor and an apartment on the second floor until phase #2 is constructed; then the  garage would then be reconfigured and the final structure would be a two story house with a garage. 
Dill: What will the material for the driveway be?

Hendricks: The driveway will be a pervious material.

Armond: This application will not be decided upon this evening due to not having a letter from the town sanitarian. The commission members can comment and give guidance for next month. 

Crowther: Will there be trees removed between the road and the silt fence line; the large Oak tree near the proposed deck? How will the machinery get to the well location down near the lake?

Hendricks: The large Oak tree may be saved; the contractor will try to work around the tree. The machinery will be brought down the side of the slope; more construction details can be provided for the well drilling. There is an existing driveway which is owned by the lake association and may be used for access to the well; the well must be located 75 feet from the septic system.
Armond: For next month the commission has suggested more details are needed for the driveway material, details on the construction of the well, and a letter for the well and septic system from George Calkins. 

Dennis and Joan Overfield, 119 Shore Drive, Tax Map 40.3 Lot 31; an application for construction of an addition to an existing dwelling and drainage improvements to the lot within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Sara McCracken, Chris Arelt (Architect), William Halverson (General Contractor), and Dennis and Joan Overfield.  

McCracken: The survey was created by Tony Hendricks. The entire property is within a regulated area. The soil will be impacted very little; the area around the house is tight. All existing trees have been located on the plan; some of the trees will be pruned as part of the project. The home is two stories on the front but a one story towards the back; a new entry will be created on the front of the house and the balance of the footprint will remain the same. The goal for the house is to update the structure for a retirement home. Site preparation will be done before the house is remodeled. Erosion control will be in place and construction fencing will be placed around the trees to protect the roots and the branches. Trees (seven white pine trees) along the edge of the property will be removed and replaced by bushes and shrubs for screening. The brick walkways and the bluestone patio will be taken up, stock piled, and reused on the property after construction is completed. Chris Arelt will give details on the remodeling of the house. 
Armond: This commission is concerned with sedimentation & erosion control and the footprint of the structure; there is no need to go into great details for the interior of the structure. Commission members that were on the site walk can add comments at this time as to what was viewed. 
Crowley: There is no evidence of erosion on the slope.

McCracken: The concrete walkway and retaining wall will be removed.

Crowley: There is a dry well which looked inactive.

McCracken: Currently the drainage collects in the parking area; the curbing will have opened to allow the water to flow onto the property and dissipate. Small swales will be added to direct the water flow and new plants will be placed to absorb water. Located near Rogers Lake will be a rain garden; photograph examples of rain gardens were presented to the commission.  Stone will be placed in the area to slowdown the water flow and small ponds will hold the water for a short time. The rain garden will be approximately 16’ by 8’. The plan is to refurbish the two existing dry wells; one will be made larger.  The drainage off the house in the back is in the form of leaders and will be connected to lead to the swale. 

Dill: What activates will be done around the house?

McCracken: A bobcat will only be used when needed. The plan is to re-landscape the entire property. There is a master plan which can be viewed. A buffer area will be created along Rogers Lake (wildflowers and grasses). A list of plants and shrubs were explained. The existing ground cover will be refurbished which will be viewed in more detail this springtime. The grasses being used are low mow species and do not require fertilization. 
Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented. The motion was moved by Crowley, seconded by Crowther, and was passed by all members present. 

OLD BUSINESSN/A
NEW BUSINESS
Moulson Pond fish counter (Lyme Land Trust)
Present at the meeting was Don Gerber (Stewardship Chairman and Vice-President of the Lyme Land Trust).

Gerber: There is a fish way located in Moulson Pond that allows fish to spawn from the ocean. The proposed project is to install a fish counter to track the number of fish entering the fish ladder; currently the counting is done by volunteers and is not very accurate.  DEEP is in support of the installation of the fish counter and the Lyme Land Trust is looking for support (in the form of a letter)from this commission because there is a grant available to fund this project. There will be a camera installed at the upper end of the fish ladder, a power supply would be located in the area, and a box will be built for storage. A computer will collect the information from the camera and then the fish will be counted using the data collected. A photograph of the existing box was presented; the box may be expanded to accommodate the items needed for the fish counting. The populations of types of fish are down and that is why the counting is being done.   The effort is being done to encourage spawning into the Eightmile River due to it being an uncontaminated waterway. 
Crowther: How high does the camera extend out of the water? 
Gerber: The block will be 2’X2’X2’ where the fish exit the ladder. If it becomes necessary we can totally submerge the camera but that becomes more challenging.  This project is coming before the commission in short notice because the grant deadline is January 30. More details of the project will be available to the commission in the future. 

Crowther made a motion to prepare a letter endorsing the installation of the fish counter, seconded by Crowley, and the motion passed with one abstention (Hessel).    

Armond entertained a motion to waive the application fee to the Lyme Land Trust, Crowley moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously.   
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Armond entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the November 2012, Hammond moved the motion, Hessel seconded, and the minutes were accepted with 2 abstentions (Crowley & Crowther).  Armond entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the December 2012 meetings, Hammond moved the motion, Crowther seconded the motion, and the minutes were accepted with two abstentions (Crowley & Hessel).

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:23 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Turner, Secretary
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