PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting

The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on

Monday, February 11, 2013 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,

480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Tiffany Chairman, Steve Mattson, Kelvin Tyler, Bill Koch, Hunter Ward, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Regular Meeting
Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Road, Tax Map17 Lot 2; cease-and-desist order for unauthorized cutting of trees and vegetation within the Gateway Conservation Zone.

Present at the meeting was Attorney John Bennett representing Vibha Gautam.
Bennett: Much of what has been done is not in this commission’s jurisdiction; nothing has been clear cut or stumped.  The commission and Gigliotti are welcome to visit the property to view the area.  A pre2008 aerial photograph was explained to the commission; the 100 foot line was shown. The cutting was explained.

Gigliotti: Photographs of the area were handed to the commission; the photos were taken from a neighboring property.  The Inland/Wetlands Commission will want to see the site; a date can be set soon.   

Tiffany entered into the record a letter dated January 28, 2013 from the Gateway Commission.

Gigliotti: The letter explains the reasoning for the Gateway setbacks. A date will be set to view the area on the property and everyone will be informed when to meet. 

Legacy LLC, 272 Grassy Hill Rd; preliminary discussion of a potential subdivision of property.
Present at the meeting were Tom Metcalf, Dick Gates, and Bob, Ann, Craig, & Kurt Skeel. 

Metcalf: The property was purchased over a year ago; approximately 64 acres, Dick Gates has surveyed the property and Rich Snarski has flagged the wetlands. The division of the property will be done amongst family members. The proposal is for four lots; approximate sizing - lot#1 2.4 acres (which will have a house built on it by Mr. And Mrs. Skeel), lot#2 4.4 acres (existing house for Craig), Lot#3 45 acres (has a barn with apartment and will have frontage on Grassy Hill Road), and Lot#4 6 acres (will be built on by Kurt). There will be a conservation easement placed on the larger lot approximately 40 acres, Fritz Gahagan is creating wording for the easement and has contacted the Land Trust to request them being the stewards of the conservation easement.   The separate lot which is 6 plus acres located on Norwich Pond has an existing cottage and is a non-conforming lot; a 50 foot strip will be created to combine with that lot and it could not be further divided.  The barn on Lot #3 would be shared by the family. 
Ann Skeel: The pond lot has its own deed. 

Metcalf: Restrictions have not been finalized; the goal is to not have any further division of the parcels. 

Tiffany: The commission usually encourages larger lots as to preserve the land. 

A.Skeel: The plan is to have no further development. 

Metcalf: George Calkins has been out to the property and testing was done. 

B.Skeel: There was an existing pole barn on the property and we would like the ability to rebuild that structure in the future.  

Gigliotti questioned Metcalf: If the net buildable area has been calculated as of yet. 

Metcalf: Not yet, the existing woods road would be maintained. The existing access to the property would remain.

Tiffany: The commission usually asks for combined driveways.

Metcalf: Combined driveways will probably not work with these lots; sightlines may be the issue.  The I&W Commission will see this information on a preliminary basis next week. 

Old Business
Plan of Development 
Gigliotti: Torrance Downes was contacted to see if there is help available for working on the Plan of Development which is due sometime in 2014; there is money available in their budget to help organize the information and get the document underway. 

Guidelines to preserve farmland  
Tiffany: Lisa Holmes has offered a book about farmland for the commission to take a look at and she is willing to help out with maybe incorporating more details into the Plan of Development. 
New Business N/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2013 meeting, Mattson moved the motion and Tyler seconded the approval; the minutes were passed unanimously.  

Adjournment

The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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