LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

February 21, 2013

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Wednesday, February 21, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT

MEMBERS PRESENT  Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Patrick Crowley(recused during executive session), Priscilla Hammond, Roger Dill, Tom Reynolds, Susan Hessel alternate member seated during executive session for  regular member Pat Crowley, Attorney Mike Carey, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

MEMBERS PRESENT ON 2/13 SITE WALK:  N/A
REGULAR MEETING

Lyme Land Trust, 26-1 Mt Archer Road Tax Map 29 Lot 55 (property of Susan Hessel); an application to install a camera in the fish way to record fish movement.
Present at the meeting was Don Gerber, Vice President of Lyme Land Trust. 
Gerber: The installation of the camera will be down stream of Moulson Pond; the camera will help identify fish species which are using the fish way. Pictures of the installation were presented to the commission; the box will be a 2 foot cube, the camera inside the box, a backdrop will help with the photographing of the fish, there will be a removable piece of plexiglass in front of the camera, and a ring of LED lights will be placed around the lense of the camera to light the area during the night time; the box and camera will be placed in the water seasonally.    
Armond entertained a motion to approve the application.
Gerber: There is an existing storage box; it is being proposed that the same size box be added to the existing one on the same post.  Natural colors will be used for the items being installed as to camouflage them with the surroundings; the fish counter should not be highly visible.   
The motion was made and moved by Reynolds, seconded by Crowley, and was passed unanimously. 

Peter Daitch, Ely Ferry Road Tax Map 16 Lot 14; an application to construct a stone wall, regraded, remove some trees and provide control of water movement on the property within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Marc Evankow. 
Dill: Has the site been visited?

Gigliotti: The area was viewed before the heavy snowstorm.

Armond: The commission should visit the site due to the amount of work being proposed.  

Evankow: There is an existing road on the property and is shown on the map. 
Armond: A site walk will be scheduled. 
Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Road Tax Map 17 Lot 2; cease-and-desist order regarding unauthorized cutting of trees and vegetation within a regulated area.
Armond: An e-mail was received from Attorney John Bennet requesting this item be held until a site walk has been done on the property.  
Legacy LLC, 272 Grassy Hill Road; Preliminary discussion of potential subdivision of property.

Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf, Ann and Kurt Scheel, and Attorney Fritz Gahagan.

Metcalf: The property is off of Grassy Hill Road. The owners are proposing a subdivision of the 60+ acres property which was purchased approximately I year ago. Dick Gates has completed a survey and Rich Snarski has flagged the wetlands. This would be a family division; lot#1 2+ acres, lot#2 4+acres, lot#3 45+ acres and barn, & lot #4; the lots has been soil tested and would support septic systems. The proposal for lot #3 is to create a conservation easement to the Lyme Land Trust.  There are multiple woods roads throughout the property. A separate seasonal cottage lot abuts the property and is located on Norwich Pond; the goal is to make the lot a conforming lot by adding property to create road frontage. The plan shows the flag lot creation as a future plan, but the final map will show the creation being done at the same time as the subdivision. The existing road is accessed by other cottages. The drainage off the property drains towards Rogers Lake. The front lots show regulated areas, there are not wetlands located on the smaller lots. 

Gigliotti: The Planning and Zoning Commission has viewed this information on a preliminary basis and looked at the information favorably; the plan is well thought out.   

Metcalf: The topography of the property was considered when the lot shapes were created. 

Gahagan: The building lots were kept in the best places for net buildable areas. 

George Whelen, 59 Joshua Lane; preliminary discussion of installation of a handicap tram for boat dock access within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf.
Metcalf: The house on Joshua Lane is being renovated to accommodate a medical condition; the condition will limit the owner’s ability to access the property and the dock. The installation of a slanted elevator will solve the problem of getting to the water; the tram is an elevated railway with a cubical for transporting. There is a small tree that should be removed, but there will not be clearing of the area. If the commission has input it would be helpful.

Armond: The construction sequence should be depicted on the plan. 

Reynolds: What type of equipment is needed for the installation of the tram?

Metcalf: The holes for the piers will be hand dug or possibly done with a hand held auger. The tram structure will be straight down to the dock area. 

Gigliotti: Paul D’Arcy has a similar track at his home.

Metcalf: The area is very steep.

Reynolds: There should not be heavy equipment brought into the area and sediment & erosion controls need to be in place.   

Metcalf: Dick Gates will be surveying the area and documenting the topography. Can this application be handled administratively by Gigliotti? 
Armond: The commission needs to see the construction sequence; the site is very challenging. 

Metcalf: DEEP has reviewed the dock area. Joseph Shay is the builder and he is here to answer any questions the commission may have. 
Armond: We look forward to seeing this application soon. 
Armond recused Pat Crowley and seated alternate member Sue Hessel for absent member Pat Crowley. 
Armond entertained a motion to enter into executive session to discuss Lonnegren v. Lyme CC/IW&WA; the motion was moved by Hessel, seconded by Reynolds, and passed unanimously. 
Turner: the commission entered into executive session at 8:10 p.m.
Executive Session

Discussion of potential settlement of pending litigation Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No. KNL-CV-10-6003436-S and Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No.  KNL-CV-12-6011903-S.

Reopen Regular Meeting

Turner: The regular meeting was reopened at 9:12 p.m.
Approval of settlement of appeal of Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No. KNL-CV-10-6003436-S and Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No.  KNL-CV-12-6011903-S.

Armond: The voting on the matter will be deferred. A special meeting will be scheduled.
OLD BUSINESSN/A
NEW BUSINESSN/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Armond entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2013 meeting, Crowther moved the motion, Hessel seconded the motion, and the minutes were accepted one abstention (Reynolds).
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 9:14 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Turner, Secretary
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