PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

Public Hearing/Regular Meeting

The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing/regular meeting on

Monday, May 13, 2013 at 7:50 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,

480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Tiffany Chairman, Steve Mattson, Kelvin Tyler, Hunter Ward, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Public Hearing

A Special Permit application by Richard Prowell, 153 Ferry Road Tax Map 4 Lot 5, for construction of a boat dock on Whalebone Creek.

Present at the meeting was Keith Neilson, Docko Inc. representing Mr. Prowell.
Neilson: A drawing of the dock was presented to the commission which is included in the application; the receipts for the certified mail are accounted for.  The property being discussed is located on the north-western edge of the first curve on Whalebone Creek. The proposed dock consists of a ramp landing area and a main float; the pilings will have ice cutters attached.  All regulation criteria have been met for the square footage; the mean high water is shown on the plan. There is an existing woodland path which leads to the cart path with is 5 feet in width. The soil types and flood zones are noted on the plan. Richard Snarski has flagged the wetlands on the site. All permits have been received for this dock.  
Tiffany: Is lighting being proposed? 

Neilson: There are not plans to put in lighting or utilities; the distance from the house is great. 

Tyler: What is the water depth in the proposed dock area?

Neilson: The water level varies in the area; 4’ to 13’. The dock location should not have an effect of the waterway which is approximately 50 feet wide; at low tide the water will still be 6’. The float and dock will be removed during the winter.  

Tiffany to Gigliotti: Are there letters to be entered into the record?

Gigliotti: No letters. The plan has been viewed in great detail. 

Gerber (Don): It is a wonderful location for the proposed dock.  

A Special Permit application by James Duncan, 33-2 Joshua Lane Tax Map 9 Lot 1, for construction of a boat dock on Joshua Creek.

Present at the meeting was Keith Neilson, Docko Inc. representing Mr. Duncan. 
Neilson: A drawing of the dock was presented to the commission which is included in the application; the receipts for the certified mail are accounted for. This information was before the commission on preliminary basis October 2012; the DEEP has requested that the structure be minimized to conform to the guidelines, but after they visited the site and the area was explained, the existing site will be updated. The walkway will be maintained at 4 feet wide; located at the end of the structure is a 12’X12’dock, it is being proposed to be shortened and a lift be installed to remove the applicant’s rowboat/sailboat. The DEEP has requested the structure be raised in height and that flow through deck be used. Richard Snarski has identified and documented the plant species.  The elevation of the decking will vary between 4’ and 8’; a rail will be installed made of small posts, wire rails, and a wood top rail.  There will be a davit installed at the north end of the pier where stairs will be located. The Lyme Zoning Board of Appeals granted a variance for this project. The dock is in the final stages with the DEEP.
Gigliotti: The proposed pier is considerably smaller than what exists currently.  

Tiffany: How do the owners feel about the railing on the structure?

Neilson: Mr. Duncan is fine with the railing.

Don Gerber: There are three restrictions on the property; one being that the owner has the right to maintain a walkway and dock.

Neilson: The section of the dock being reduced adds approximately 5 feet to the navigational space on the river.   

Tiffany: Will there be utilities on the dock?

Neilson: No, the davit is operated by hand.

Tiffany to Gigliotti: Are there any correspondence? 

Gigliotti: Nothing. The return receipts are all accounted for. 
Neilson: The deck material is a plastic composite with light passage of 61% and the decking holds up overtime; the framing requires substantial support for strength. 

Gerber: The plan to keep the existing location seems to be environmental sound and a nice design. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 8:16 p.m. and the Regular Meeting was opened.
REGULAR MEETING

A Special Permit application by Richard Prowell, 153 Ferry Road Tax Map 4 Lot 5, for construction of a boat dock on Whalebone Creek.

Tiffany questioned the commission members if there were any more comments or question for the regular meeting on this application. A note could be added to the plan to state no utilities. 

Gerber: Some boats require utilities to charge batteries.

Mattson: The property owner could come back for approval at a later date for utilities. 

Tyler: The request for no lighting would solve the issue. The potential for running an extension cord could be hazardous. 

Mattson: A note stating no utilities was requested with the plan but lighting could be entertained if the applicant comes back to the commission. 

Neilson: The request could be for electrical but no lights. 

Mattson entertained a motion to approve the application as submitted with the addition that utilities could be run but not for lights. 

Tyler: No type of lighting is allowed, that eliminates the solar issue.

Mattson: As stated by Tyler. 

Tyler entertained the motion to accept the application as submitted with the amendment from Keith Neilson stating that utilities can be run but under no circumstances any lighting on the dock. 

The motion was moved by Mattson, seconded by Ward, the motion was passed unanimously. 

A special Permit application by James Duncan, 33-2 Joshua Lane Tax Map 9 Lot 1, for construction of a boat dock on Joshua Creek.
Tyler entertained the motion to accept the application as submitted with the amendment from Keith Neilson stating that utilities can be run but under no circumstances any lighting on the dock. 

The motion was moved by Mattson, seconded by Ward, the motion was passed unanimously. 
Old Business
Gautam Property
Gigliotti: The Inland/Wetland Commission will see information on the Gautam property at their meeting this week, following that meeting this commission will see the information. A biologist has been hired to review the property and a restoration plan will be created.  
New Business
Connecticut River Annual Gateway Cruise

Gigliotti: The cruise brings you up and down the river, there are refreshments and appetizers. If anyone is interested in attending, let me know.  The cruise is scheduled for June 13, 2013 at 5:30 p.m.   

Recognition for retiring commission member

Tiffany: What has been done in the past for retiring commission members when they have been on the commission for an extended period of time, maybe a plaque? 

Turner:  I will contact Linda Winzer and question timeline and what has been done for previous member’s recognition. 
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the April 2013 meeting, Ward moved the motion and Tyler seconded the approval; the minutes were passed unanimously.  

Adjournment

The Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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