LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

June 19, 2013

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Wednesday, June 19, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT

MEMBERS PRESENT  Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Patrick Crowley, Priscilla Hammond, Sue Hessel alternate seated for regular member Tom Reynolds, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary; absent members were Tom Reynolds, Roger Dill, and Steve Kurlansky. 
MEMBERS PRESENT ON 6/13 SITE WALKS: B. Crowther.

Seat Alternate Member
Armond seated alternate member Sue Hessel for absent regular member Tom Reynolds.  
REGULAR MEETING
Peter Persico, 138 Joshuatown Road, Tax Map 18 Lot 44; an application to construct an in ground pool within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting was Peter Persico.
Persico: A three page document was handed to the commission members to explain the proposed project; the first page is a sample photograph of the preferred pool (18’X38” dimensions and 3” to 6” depth with vinyl liner and blue stone edging) and the fence type will be wooden split rail with black wire, the seconded page shows a drawing for the location of the pool and existing structures and trees, and the third page depicts the lot and the location of the septic system, well, and driveway. The plan for the excavated soil from the digging of the pool is to use it in various areas on the property; the lawn is very uneven. The intent is to remove four trees and leave the root systems in place as to avoid erosion. The erosion control is shown on the drawing; the pool will be approximately 74 feet from the wetlands; ten feet from the existing old well house. 
Crowther: The property does slope off except for the area where the proposed pool will be located. 

Persico: The location chosen for the pool will have the least impact on the property. 

Crowther: The drawings, photographs, and lot map are very helpful in understanding the property and the location of structures on the property. The question arose on the site walk if there was an alternative site for the pool; it seemed from the walk the area which is encompassed by the driveway is very flat but wouldn’t provide much privacy. The trees located on the property are large, it may not be necessary to leave the roots.
Armond: There will be equipment on the property so the stumps could be taken out and stabilization of the soil should be done. 

Hessel: How steep is the slope from the pool to the barberry?

Gigliotti: The elevation from the edged of the barberry to the pool edge is approximately a 10 foot difference.  

Persico: There is a large area just past the leaching fields where most of the soil will be used.   The stock piling of material will be discussed with the pool company. 
Crowther: The property owner is responsible for making sure the contractor is following the plan as presented.

Armond: The material being excavated may not be useable; the top few inches should be useable. 

Persico: If the soil is not useable it will be taken off site. The plan is to start the project in the springtime to have the pool ready by May 2014.   

Armond entertained motion to approve the application as presented. The motion was moved by Hessel, Crowther seconded, and the application passed unanimously.  

Richard and Kathleen Pfannenstiel, 65 Cove Road, Tax Map 17 Lot 12; an application to install two new code conforming septic systems within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Matthew White and Kathleen Pfannenstiel. 
White: There is a house, worker shop, garage, and one bedroom cottage on the property; the plan is to remove the three structures and rebuild a new house and update the cottage. Currently there are three septic systems on the property; two that service the house and one for the cottage (a steel tank).  A new system will be installed to the west of the house and the old systems will be abandoned in accordance with health code. A new system will be installed for the cottage also which is within the 100 foot regulated area.  The existing conditions are being improved. The driveway will be lengthened to create a safer sightline onto the road. 

Gigliotti: A letter from George Calkins has been received.

Armond read the approval letter into the record; contingencies need to be met as stated in the letter. 

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented, Hammond moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously.   
Jane Davidson (Sairon LP), Lord Hill Lane; Preliminary discussion of long term development plans for the property.

Gigliotti: The preliminary discussion will have to do with horse trails and wetlands crossings on the property. The long term development will be seen in the future. 

Present at the meeting was Jeff Ridgeway representing the Davidson family.
Ridgeway: the plan is to maintain the trail on the property; the challenge is that there is wetland which runs through the property. Photographs of the property were presented to the commission. The crossings are marked by hatch marks on the map. The stream has a rocky culvert but the area gets very muddy; the installation of a true culvert would help the water to follow freely. Water bars will be installed also to help slow down the water. The stream does dry up certain times of the year. A map of the trail on the property was given to the commission for viewing; the trails are many and meander all over the property, approximately 9 miles of trails.  
Crowther: the trails are wide enough for equipment to get into the area.
Gigliotti: The existing makeshift culvert will be replaced with an 18” pipe buried to allow water to flow. The area will handle being driven over. Mr. Ridgeway is looking for guidance from the commission. 

Armond: Details you should note on the plan for the formal application; the placement and size of the culverts, material being used, and the time of year the project will be performed. 

Ridgeway:  The Nature Conservancy will see the final plan and to make sure the development meets the easement requirements; under the easement there are previsions for relocating trails. The proposed plan will improve the ecology of the area. A formal application will be brought before the commission next month. 
Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses
Armond: #6 on the agenda -Discussion of potential settlement of pending litigation Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No. KNL-CV-10-6003436-S and Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No.  KNL-CV-12-6011903-S and #7 on the agenda -approval of settlement of appeal of Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No. KNL-CV-10-6003436-S and Lisa Ballek Lonnegren V. Lyme Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands & Watercourses Docket No.  KNL-CV-12-6011903-S; will not to handle at this meeting. 
OLD BUSINESS 
Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Road Tax Map 17 Lot 2; cease-and-desist order for unauthorized cutting of trees and vegetation within the Gateway Conservation Zone.
Gigliotti: The information the commission requested last month is being activity worked on; they just were not ready for this month’s meeting. The property will be revisited to see if the soil is stable and/or if there is a need to have them hydro seed until the replanting plan comes before the commission.  
NEW BUSINESS N/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Armond entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the May 2013 meeting. 

Crowther moved the motion, Hessel seconded, and the minutes were accepted.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Patsy Turner, Secretary
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