LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

December 18, 2013

7:30 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on

Wednesday, December 18, 2013 at 7:30 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT   Paul Armond Chairman, Roger Dill Acting-Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Ben Kegley, Sue Hessel-Alternate, Priscilla Hammond, Pat Crowley, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Absent Members: T. Reynolds, Steve Kurlansky (alternate) 
MEMBERS PRESENT ON 12/13 SITE WALK: R. Dill
Seat Alternate Member
Armond seated alternate member Sue Hessel for absent regular member Tom Reynolds.  
REGULAR MEETING
Lyme Land Conservation Trust; an application for annual mowing of a field within a regulated area  on the property of Joseph Standart, 53-1 Selden road Tax Map 7 Lot 11.
Present at the meeting was Don Gerber.

Gerber: The property is located on Selden Road; an aerial map of the area was presented, the property has frontage on Selden Cove. Lyme Land Trust holds a conservation easement; the LLT has been working towards maintaining field habitats. The plan will be to do an annual mowing. There are other properties in town which this practice is being done. The timing for the mowing will be determined by the type of wildlife in the area; it may be best to mow when the ground is frozen. Most of the property is flat but there is an area that is sloped; there is a stream through the property. 

Armond: How does the easement address this type of activity?

Gerber: The easement consists of three elements that provide information; 1) the restriction, 2) the reserved right (reservations trump the restrictions), and 3) the purpose for the conservation.  A portion of the easement was read into the record. 

Hammond to Armond: Can the commission grant an open-ended mowing practice?

Armond: The permit is good for 5 years. 

Dill: Will there be trees removed in the clearing of the area?

Gerber: No trees will be removed but brush will be trimmed to 3 to 4 feet. 

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented; Crowther moved the motion, Crowley seconded, and the approval was passed with one abstention by Dill. 
Lyme Land Conservation Trust, Hamburg Road Tax Map 31 Lot 8B; an application for annual mowing of a field within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Don Gerber.

Gerber: This parcel located on Hamburg Road, north of Baker Lane, and is owned by the Lyme Land Trust; approximately 100 feet back from the stream. 

Dill: Has mowing already occurred on the property?

Gerber: That is unknown, it was reported that mowing may have happened. 

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented; Hammond moved the motion, Crowley seconded, and the approval was passed. 
Peter and Barbara Fedorko, 89 Shore Drive Tax Map 40.3 Lot 45; an application for construction of an existing home within a regulated area. 

Gigliotti: Will not be seen until January. 
Prescott and Anne Littlefield, 197 Blood Street Tax Map 40.1 Lot 1; an application for reconstruction of a home and septic system within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Joe Wren, Engineer from Indigo Land Design and Prescott Littlefield, owner of the property. 

Wren: The neighbors have been formally notified and the certified mail receipts have been received. The project is for the reconstruction of an existing house; the footprint will be very similar but being shifted backwards on the property. The property is sloped; the contour lines are shown on the plans. The plan is to create a walkout basement. The structure will be relocated approximately 13 feet closer to the wetlands, which will be 57.1 feet from the wetlands; the wetlands have been flagged and surveyed.  The only activities proposed within the wetlands area is a 24” Oak Tree will be removed and an old dock, which enters the lagoon, will be removed; the removal will be done from the upland area. The balance of the work will be done within the 100 foot buffer area. 

Littlefield: The existing dock on Rogers Lake is accessed by the mossy area of the property by foot. 

Wren: The septic system will be relocated to a sandy soil area on the property; an approval letter was received from George Calkins. There will also be a new well drilled.   

Crowther: Are there details on the drainage off the house with the proximity to the wetlands?

Wren: The natural contours will remain and there will be silt fencing in place during the construction; the equipment will stay within the silt fence.  The contours will be wrapped around to the underneath of the proposed deck on the southeast corner. 
Armond called for comments or questions.

Hessel: Will the lawn be maintained? Can there be no insecticides and/or fertilizers placed on the lawn? 

Littlefield: There are none used currently and there is no intent to use any in the future.

Armond: The State of Connecticut has passed an ordinance that covers that issue. 

Hessel: If the stipulation is added the next owners will be aware that nothing is to be used on the lawn.  

Hessel entertained a motion to approve the application with the stipulation that no fertilizers or pesticides will be used on the lawn area; Armond moved the motion, Dill seconded, and the approval was passed with one opposition from Kegley. 

Kegley: The stipulation is unenforceable. 
Whitney Talcott, Sterling Hill Road Tax Map 35 Lot 19; referral letter to the Planning and Zoning Commission for a three lot re-subdivsion.  There is no regulated activity involved.

Present at the meeting was Whitney Talcott. 
Armond: There is no regulated area involved on this property; all subdivisions come before this commission.

Talcott:  The parcel is approximately 18 acres divided into 3 lots; a piece is being given to the Lyme Land Trust. There will be cutting restrictions place on the lots along the road area. 

Gerber: (representing the Lyme Land Conservation Trust) Property is owned by the LLT on both sides of the subdivsion and the plans have been viewed, this will not have any adverse effects on the area. 

Armond entertained a motion to create a referral letter to the Lyme Planning and Zoning Commission; there are no proposed activities within a regulated area.

Dill: Should there be cutting restrictions attached to the referral letter?

Crowther: Cutting restrictions are incorporated within the regulations.

Armond: The area is already a regulated area; it is already protected.

Talcott: The lots will be divided into two 7 acre lots and one 4+ acre lot. The wetland area on the back of the lot is steep. 

Hammond moved the motion, Crowley seconded, and the approval was passed. 

Armond was recused from this portion of the meeting at 8:06 p.m. and Roger Dill will be the Acting-Chairman. 
Megan Eno, 75 Tantumorantum Road Tax Map 20 Lot 26; an application for approval of a septic reserve area within a regulated area and referral of a two lot re-subdivision to the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf.  
Metcalf: This information was before the commission on a preliminary basis; the plan has been revised. The certified letter receipts were received and a letter was received from George Calkins. A code compliant area for a leaching field is shown on the plans within 150 feet of wetlands.  No construction is proposed with this re-subdivision; the division is amongst family.    The portion being divided off where the garage/apartment is located was approved for the construction of a house but the permit has since expired.  

Gerber: (representing the Lyme Land Conservation Trust) The adjoining property is owned by the LLT and easements are held on other properties in the area; the application has been viewed and there are not impacts involved with the re-subdivision.          

Dill entertained a motion to approve the application as presented and to create a referral letter to the Lyme Planning and Zoning Commission; Hammond moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the approval was passed. 

Armond re-entered the meeting as Chairman at 8:14 p.m.

OLD BUSINESS
Lonnegren

Gigliotti: The Lonnegren lawsuit was before a judge on December 12, 2013 and it is expected that the settlement will be accepted. We are just waiting for documentation; we are a step closer to this being resolved.  
NEW BUSINESS
Approval of the Conservation Commission Inland/Wetlands and Watercourse Agencies’ Meeting Schedule for 2014  

Armond entertained a motion to approve the schedule as presented; Hessel moved the motion, Crowther seconded. 

Hammond: Can the meetings be changed to 7 p.m.?

Gigliotti: The time was set for 7:30 p.m. in the past to coincide with the other commissions so that it is not confusing for the applicants as to what time the meetings are held. 

The schedule was approved and the time is to be determined before January 2014. 

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the November 2013 meeting.  Hammond moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the minutes were passed with an abstention (Dill). 
Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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