


Executive Summary: 
The primary purpose of a Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan (NHMP or “Plan”) is to identify natural hazards and risks, existing capabilities, and activities that can be undertaken by a community to prevent loss of life and reduce property damages associated with identified hazards. The overall goal of this Plan is: Reduction or elimination of injury to or loss of life and property and natural environments and the associated economic impacts form natural hazards. The Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 requires local communities to have a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) - approved mitigation plan in order to be eligible to receive Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program grants and Post-Disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds under the Hazard Mitigation Assistance program. This Plan was prepared by the Lower Connecticut River Valley Council of Governments (RiverCOG) in conjunction with the Town of Lyme. It is an update of a NHMP first developed by the Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning Agency (CRERPA) in 2006.

In order to prepare this Plan, the town had to evaluate several factors including current critical facilities, current residential population and demographics, and risk factors associated with natural hazards including past occurrences and potential for future occurrences.
The Town considers critical facilities to be those that serve the town on a day-to-day basis as well as during an emergency situation. The facilities include but are not limited to the Town Hall (location of Emergency Operations Center) Public Works Garage, Lyme Fire Station and Hadlyme Station, and the Lyme Public Library. The maintenance of these critical facilities is necessary to support emergency response before, during, and after natural hazard events. Maintenance of these facilities ensures the availability of the facility and the increased likelihood of survival in the event of a major hazard event. 
Transportation is essential in any major hazard event. The Town of Lyme has a variety of transportation options. The Town is served by CT Routes 82 and 156. Smaller town roads act as collectors to bring traffic to larger roads. The Town is also served by Dial-a-Ride service provided by the 9 Town Transit District which connects to neighboring communities and a railroad station in Old Saybrook. Without proper mitigation, transportation infrastructure is vulnerable to all natural hazards. Events of different magnitudes will impact the transportation system differently. The Town must be prepared for unpredictable impacts on the system.
Lyme is susceptible to several natural hazards. Eightmile River, cutting a path through the middle of town has flooded on several occasions causing damage, most significantly in June 1982. Inland and Connecticut River flooding both pose a risk. Hurricanes pose another threat; that of downed trees and prolonged power outages as experienced in the last few years.  In addition, Winter Storms can lead to difficult snow removal, heavy snow fall resulting in loss of power and in some cases flooding.
This Plan details natural hazards present in the town and suggests steps that the Town can take to mitigate long lasting effects from each hazard type. The Comprehensive Mitigation Action Item list is provided in Section III: Mitigation. This table includes the item, project status, the party responsible for carrying out the action item, and other pertinent information. The most prominent hazard in any of the towns within the region is flooding, and significant discussion is devoted to how best to mitigate flooding events. Other hazards discussed include high winds and tornadoes, hurricanes and tropical storms, drought and wildfire, extreme heat, and earthquakes. Each hazard type has a list of mitigation action items that the Town could implement, some being a higher priority than others. For each of the hazard types presented in the Plan, historic events are presented along with the probability of that event occurring again. The town’s specific impacts from each event are also noted. 
The Lyme Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan names specific projects that the town can take to protect infrastructure and residents from the effects of Natural Hazards. The projects are listed within the Plan with a timeline in mind for completion. The Plan will be updated in five years to reflect the most current information and status at that time. Public input is being sought for this Plan and is an important piece of the planning process. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Please help us make this a Plan that represents the Town of Lyme and the concerns and ideas of its citizens and property owners. The full draft Natural Hazards mitigation Plan been posted on the Town of Lyme website, found at http://www.townlyme.org. Once you have read through the Draft Plan, please fill out the survey found at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/Lyme NHMP. The purpose of the survey is to help measure public opinion and support for natural hazard mitigation actions and to collect comments and ideas on how we can better protect people and property from future hazards.




