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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
April 16, 2014
7:04 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday, April 16, 2014 at 7:04 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT   Roger Dill Acting Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Priscilla Hammond, Ben Kegley, Tom Reynolds, Sue Hessel alternate for Pat Crowley,  Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.
Absent Members: P. Crowley and S. Kurlansky (alternate), & P. Armond. 
Site Walk 4/14: B. Crowther, R. Dill (visited separately from scheduled site walk)  
Seat Alternate Member 
Dill seated alternate member Sue Hessel for regular member Pat Crowley. 
REGULAR MEETING
George Whelen, 59 Joshua Lane Tax Map 18 Lot 5; an application for construction of a new septic system and relocation of a small shed within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Tom Metcalf representing the applicant. 
Metcalf: The existing septic system does not meet current health codes; a new septic system is being proposed. Part of this application is to also relocate an 8’X12’ shed within a regulated area. The map of the property was explained to orientate the commission to where the activities will occur. The code compliant septic system will be relocated further away from the wetlands; George Calkins’ letter of approval was received. Old drainage from the pool house area was discovered on the property which leads to the water; the pipes will be removed and a new infiltration system will be installed and the drainage from above will go into a catch basin, with an overflow pipe.  

Dill: What is the use for the shed being relocated?
Metcalf: Storage of life preservers, etc. 
Crowther: Currently the shed is sitting on cement blocks. 
Metcalf: The shed will probably be set on crushed stone and will be located approximately 90 feet from the wetlands line. 
Crowther: While on the site walk it was suggested by Gigliotti that the shed be located near the existing shrubbery. 

Metcalf: Rip Rap will be placed at the end of the pipe from the infiltration area to avoid erosion.
Dill: Will the curtain drains also lead into the infiltration system? 
Metcalf: Yes, they will. 

A discussion continued between the representative and the commission about the terrace area. 

Gigliotti: The pool house and patio/terrace application was approved in July 2013; this application before the commission is for the septic system and shed relocation. 

Dill called for questions about the septic system and drainage on the property.
Reynolds entertained and moved a motion to approve the application as presented, Hammond seconded, and the motion was approved unanimously. 

George Lombardino (neighbor): When will the project on this property be completed?
Metcalf: The time frame is unknown at this point; the owner wants attention to detail on this project. 
 
Dill: The motion passes unanimously. 
Hamburg Cove Yacht Club, 13 Cove Road Tax Map 27 Lot 9; an application to construct a new deck and stairway access to the water within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Jonathan Gibbs representing the Hamburg Cove Yacht Club. 
Gibbs: There are many drawn examples of the proposed project before the commission; all the existing trees will remain which are in close proximity to the deck.  The sonotubes for the deck will be hand dug. The items in the basement below the flood level will be relocated upstairs. The construction inside the structure will stay within the existing footprint. The deck will be expanded; to provide a safer entrance from the road and better access to the dock area. There will be boat storage below the deck area and in the basement. There will be lattice around the bottom of the deck for screening. Mr. Calkins has stated there are no issues with this project; a letter is not needed. The septic system has previously been relocated across the street from the Yacht Club. 
Crowther: Gigliotti has taken photographs of the area where the deck will almost abut the trees; the property was revisited before the meeting to view the distance again. The sonotubes are planned to be located 4 feet from the trees; the deck may be too close to the trees and may cause damage to the roots of the trees. 
Gibbs: The sonotubes will be placed as carefully as possible. 
Crowther: The trees seem to be old and healthy; the deck would be located really close to the trees. The existing propane tanks will be relocated on the property. 
Gibbs: The boats would be suspended from the deck.  The soil will not be excavated beneath the deck area. 
Gigliotti: Crush stone should be placed beneath the deck area to stabilize the soil. 
Dill entertained a motion to approve the application as presented with conditions; 1) crush stone will be placed beneath the deck and 2) the location of the sonotubes be carefully placed to avoid the tree roots.
The motion was seconded by Hammond and was passed unanimously. 
Greg Melville, 484 Joshuatown Road Tax Map 8 Lot 3; an application for an access path and ramp within a regulated area to a proposed new boat dock.
Not present at the meeting.
Endorsement of the purchase of the Johnston property on Selden Road by the Lyme Land Trust and transfer of ownership to the town of Lyme.
Present at the meeting was Don Gerber representing the Lyme Land Trust. 
Gerber: Seeking a recommendation letter to the Board of Selectman from the Conservation Commission Inland/Wetlands Agency for the purchase of the Johnston property with the intent to gift the property to the Town of Lyme. The property was described to familiarize the commission to the location and the features of the parcel.  The Town will gain access to the water for kayaks and canoes. In the future there will possibly a ramp built and a parking area.
The area would be treated like other town owned properties, it would be posted that the area closes at sunset; issues will be addressed as they arise. Waterfront access has been part of the Town of Development for a very long time.  
Crowther entertained a motion to endorse the purchase of the Johnston property on Selden Road by the Lyme Land Trust and the transfer of ownership to the Town of Lyme. Hammond seconded the motion and was passed by all members present. 
Gerber: The purchase is contingent on the money being raised from grants and donations from the community.   There will be a Town Meeting in May. 
George Lombardino, Joshuatown Rd (Picwick’s Preserve); preliminary discussion of stream bank armoring to prevent erosion on the preserve’s main trail.
Present at the meeting was George Lombardino. 
Lombardino: Picwick’s Preserve has some erosion occurring on the upper trail and it was discovered the issue is stemming from a stream which has breached its banks; the proposal is to repair a 20 foot section of the streambed, using rocks and organic material from the site. The area has eroded in the past and photographs can show what had occurred previously; the want is to prevent a reoccurrence of the damage. One 4” black birch will be removed. Jim Webb has developed a plan. As of right now the erosion which has occurred is just in the leaf layer. 
Gigliotti: This information is before the commission to see if the activity warrants an application.
Reynolds: The activity would be a repair and will be under supervision of the Lyme Land Trust steward.  
Crowther: The commission appreciates that the project has been presented. 
Dill: The commission does not feel there is a need for a formal application. 

OLD BUSINESS 
Pfannenstiel, 65 Cove Road
Gigliotti: A letter has been drafted to the land owners to address the extensive cutting which has occurred on the property. 
Dill read the letter into the record.
NEW BUSINESSN/A 
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Dill to approve the minutes of the March 2014 meeting. Hessel moved the motion, Hammond seconded, and the minutes were passed. 
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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