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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on
Monday, July 14, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,
480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371
MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Tiffany Chairman, Steve Mattson, Ross Byrne, Hunter Ward, Bill Koch, Phyllis Ross, Kelvin Tyler, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary. 
Absent members: N/A.

Old Business 
Status of the Plan of Conservation and Development. 
Gigliotti: Surveys are coming in; approximately 120 have been received so far. We will continue to collect the surveys until the end of July. Then the results will be created into a document. The Hazard Mitigation Plan draft has been reviewed by FEMA; one of their comments was that the commission should consider including a reference to the Hazard Mitigation Plan in the Plan of Conservation and Development document.  Once the surveys are received a document will be created reflecting the data collected. The on-line returns have not been reviewed yet; I do not know how many are done on-line. 
Regular Meeting

Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Road, Tax Map 17 Lot 2; discussion of the scope of the Gateway Zone restoration plan.
Present at the meeting was Attorney John Bennett representing Vibha Gautam.
Tiffany to Gigliotti: Has there been a plan received from Vibha Gautam?
Gigliotti: There has been verbal communication that Gautam would like to plant five trees in the affective area.
Bennett: The Inland/Wetlands Commission has viewed a plan which was created by Priscilla Bailey; the commission decided it would be best to leave the area to regrow without plantings.  
Gigliotti: The regrowth area approved was a five foot strip on the top of the bank.
Bennett: There has been cutting on the property over the years; there was some cutting along the bank edge, cutting near the house, and removal of some pine trees (landscape plantings). It was suggested by the property owner that five trees be planted; the commission’s input would be appreciated to resolve this issue. 

Tiffany: Part of the problem is that in the past the property was a wooded area; the change in jurisdiction came into effect when the Gateway Regulations were put into place.  
Bennett: We will not be revisiting what he property looked like 20 years ago. The cease and desist order was received in January; none of the plantings were grubbed out (Laurel up near the house) and 5 to 6 pine trees were cut.  Inland/Wetlands Commission has voted to allow the area to regrow. Some of the members of the Planning and Zoning Commission have visited the site and stated the concern for the stumps of the cut trees.  The pile of cut material was removed from the property. A year and a half has gone by; this property is a developed waterfront and a developed lawn area as defined in the regulations. The area will always be lawn; what can be done to satisfy the need of the commission. 
Tiffany: There should be something in place so we are not back here with the same issue in the near future. The goal is to create a buffer area from the cove to the lawn.
Bennett: Suggestions are welcome and a plan will be created. The section of the regulations having to do with a vegetated buffer of a developed area was read into the record. 
Tiffany: It is not clear where the existing lawn is located.
Bennett: The aerial photos show the area; there has been lawn down to the dock.
Gigliotti: Approximately ten years ago the property owner grubbed out the whole hillside; the Laurels were removed, the bank was washing into the cove. Our previous Zoning Enforcement had filed photographs in 2000 of the vegetated hillside. History is repeating.    
Mattson: The clearing which has been done near the house is part of the previous replanting plan? The plantings have been cut since it was planted.
Bennett: The area is growing; the area was cut to remove invasive species. 
Mattson: For whatever reason the area was cut it was cut illegally.  

Gigliotti to Bennett: Would the property owner be happy with planting low shrub type bushes from a distance of 25 feet from the cove?
Bennett: Any input will be received and discussed. 

Tiffany: When the property was visited the stumps were visible.
P. Ross: Non-deciduous shrub or tree would be preferred; maintenance language of the area should be part of the approval.

Bennett: Photographs of the regrowth in the area were presented to the commission; the Mountain Laurels have regrown in the last year.  The commission is welcome to revisit the property to view the areas of concern. 

Koch:  The property should be visited; the property does have history and is a concern for the commission.      
P. Ross: Just because something is overgrown with veins does not mean that the plantings should be cut down; the veins should be removed and maintained to not allow them to get overgrown. 
Tiffany: The photographs from the file which were taken in 2001 show a very different area.   
Bennett: The property will never get back to the 2001 state.
Tiffany: There was a nice protective buffer and it was cut down.
Mattson: The first action occurred in 2001.
Bennett: It is now 12 years later. 
Gigliotti: The Gateway Regulations did not come into effect until 2005; this commission did not have jurisdiction over the area before that time. 
Bennett: The Laurels were planted after the action in 2001.
Mattson: The Laurels have been cut down and should be replaced; it will take some time for the regrowth to get back to the height they were before the cutting.   
P. Ross: Allowing cutting to occur is precedent setting and what will stop the neighbors from cutting and then allow the vegetation to regrow. 

Ward: It is important to have a buffer; the area can be visited.  
Bennett: A plan can be created; a buffer 10 to 15 feet back along the water.
R. Byrne: The plan should be created in a way that the property owner is happy with the plantings and will not be tempted to cut the buffer in the future. 

New Business N/A

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the June 2014 meetings, Mattson moved the motion and P. Ross seconded the approval; the minutes were passed.  
Adjournment
Tiffany entertained a motion to adjourn, Ward moved the motion and P. Ross seconded;   the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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