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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
January 21, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday January 21, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Priscilla Hammond, Sue Hessel (alternate)seated for Pat Crowley, Ben Kegley, Tom Reynolds, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.
Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate), B. Crowther, R. Dill, P. Crowley. 
Site Walk 1/19/15: P. Hammond 
Seat Alternate Member
Sue Hessel seated for regular member Pat Crowley.
 
REGULAR MEETING
Preliminary discussion of planned wetlands restoration efforts on the property of Richard Snarski (formally Spencer Scott); Ely Meadow Tax Map 15, Lot 12.
Present at the meeting were Rich and Laurie Snarski.
R. Snarski: The property was purchased Fall 2014. Maps and photos of the area were presented to the commission. There is an old cart path along the river (the distance from the path to the water’s edge varies from 30 feet to more) which all property owners have a right to use. History of the meadows is being collected. The reason this information is before the commission is to acquire permission to complete the activities to improve and eradicate this property. The phragmities on the property have been mowed down as well as on neighboring properties. Next year an herbicide will be sprayed on the area. The property line is being resurveyed. No permit is required to spray the phragmities if it is not over open water. “Triclopyr” is the type of herbicide that will be used. The topsoil is approximately 8 inches deep and is very sandy. All the properties from the end of Ely Ferry Road out are considered wetlands and are under your jurisdiction.  There is a 20 foot strip of exotic invasive plants along the Connecticut River which have been removed by hand; Multiflora Rose, Russian Autumn Olive, Morrow’s Honeysuckle, False Indigo, and Asiatic Bittersweet. Native shrubs will be planted along the water in the Spring to create a buffer. The cart path will be recreated; gravel and sand will be placed in the area to create a firm base and seeded to hold the soils, the area will be planted with shrubs to make the right-of-way visible. A marsh and a shallow pond will be created to propagate herbaceous wetland plants. The recreation of the meadow will take over three years or more. The area will be used for camping, also.  The project is above the tidal wetland elevation. 
Hammond: The property is absolutely beautiful that sits between two bodies of water; the plan seems to improve the meadows and wetlands in the area. 

R. Snarski: The history of the property was explained; the property was used to grow salt hay for bedding of cattle in the 1700s. 
Armond: How long does the area stay flooded in the springtime? 
Reynolds: The area doesn’t flood badly; depending on the tide and the Spring. 
  

Armond: This is a wonderful project.
Reynolds: Any developments can be given to Gigliotti and the commission can be informed as the project continues. 
Armond: Good luck with the project, thank you for coming in to the commission. 

Unauthorized cutting of vegetation and disturbance of soil within a wetland and regulated area on the property of Stephen B. Jacobs, 274 Joshuatown Road Tax Map 10 Lot 11; notice of violation.
Gigliotti: The house on the property is a new construction; 5500 square foot home which required a special permit from Planning and Zoning Commission. There has been stumping on the property; the stumping got out of control and impacts a small stream. A restoration plan will be required. The area has Mountain Laurel. The property can be revisited to view the area; photos of the area were taken and shown to the commission. The area is not large but the area is disturbed. The hired excavator was told to stump the lot. 
Armond: The Laurel will need to be surrounded by deer fence for at least 3 years.  A planting plan will need to be presented to the commission.  
 
 
OLD BUSINESS N/A
NEW BUSINESS
DEEP e-mail, pesticides for aquatic vegetation
Gigliotti: In 2008 a pesticide letter was sent to commissions informing them that applications would start to be received for aquatic vegetation pesticide to be applied to the plants in water bodies in their towns. We haven’t received any to date; the application can be sent via certified mail or hand delivered, beginning 2015 the applicants will have the option to send their permit applications via e-mail. 
Armond: The commission would prefer the applications to be sent certified letter or hand delivered.     

Adoption of the Conservation Commission/Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Agency’s 2015 Meeting Schedule.
Armond entertained a motion to adopt the 2015 meeting schedule; the motion was moved by Hessel, seconded by Hammond, and passed by all members present. 

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES 
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the 2014 meeting. Hammond moved the motion, Hessel seconded, and the minutes were passed with one abstention (Tom Reynolds). 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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