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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
April 15, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday April 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Roger Dill, Priscilla Hammond,  Ben Kegley, Sue Hessel alternate for Pat Crowley, Tom Reynolds, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.
Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate), Pat Crowley.
Site Walk 4/15: No walks
REGULAR MEETING
Cease-and-desist order for unauthorized cutting of vegetation and disturbance of soil within a wetland and regulated area on the property of Stephen B. Jacobs, 274 Joshuatown Road Tax Map 10 Lot 11.
Gigliotti: Mr. Jacobs is out of the country but has sent a planting plan for the commission to review; the members should look over the plan and the property can be walked before next month. 

Discussions of Rogers Lake weed control with the authors of the studies done to date.
Present at the meeting were Scott Fisher-Vice President of New England Environmental, Inc., Mark June-Wells-NALMS Certified Lake Manger, Lewis DiCamillo & Janet Bechtel Old Lyme Inland Wetlands Commission and Ralph Eno-Lyme First Selectman. 
Armond: The commission has read the summary report. It was requested that the toxicology of the chemicals (flumioxazin) proposed to be used be explained. A Massachusetts report states after 20 to 30 days there is nothing left to measure. A section of the report was read into the record. There seems to be little data on the degradation of the chemical.  
June-Wells: Flumioxazin degrades rapidly depending on the PH; Rogers Lake has a PH of 8. The compound degrades within 1 to 2 days then changes into compound 482HA then into compound APF then THPA which all have rapid degradation.  There is very little chemical data available; higher PH conditions will not allow degradation as quickly. The lake has a downhill flow, so it is most likely that the chemicals would not effect fish and insects.    
Armond: The hydrology section of the document was interesting; hydrology of the lake is always a concern, shallow wells.
Crowther: Will the wells be tested as the project goes on? 
June-Wells: If the Department of Public Health does not require then the towns would have the right to undertake and pay for testing and/or monitoring. 
Fisher: DPH will be reviewing the application when this project moves forward; they may ask for mapping of the wells along the lake. 

June-Wells: The way to mitigate the risks to the fish and rotifers population is to do targeted and timed treatments. 
Armond: The treatments will be limited to the specific areas that are a concern; the population would be knocked out in those areas but the areas will be repopulated from other sections of the lake.  
Fisher: The treatment being proposed would be to 17% of the lake (43.6 acres). There is a 28 day waiting period to retreat an area. 
Armond: The shrubs on the edge of the lake will not be effected by the treatments. 
Fisher: The number of treatments in a fiscal year will be part of the application for the project. This is a management plan with the recreational aspect of the lake in mind.  The shallow areas of the lake are where the invasive species are located. 
June-Wells: The state average of lake clarity ranges from 9 to 12 feet; plants cannot grow lower than 15 to 18 feet. 

Hessel: Will hydro-raking be done on Rogers Lake?
Fisher: Hydro-raking is very effective for water lilies; the towns will decide if raking will be part of the project. 

Reynolds: Were drawdowns an option for this lake?
June-Wells: Drawdowns are not an option because of the inability to draw the lake down.  Disturbed areas are usually filled with invasive species. 

Fisher: Our focus when creating options for the project were 1) impacts to human health and environment, 2) effectiveness, & 3) cost.  The applicators application of the chemicals will be targeted.
Reynolds: Wildlife likes aquatic vegetation is the biggest concern with treatments. 
Armond: Rogers Lake is unique and there is no evidence of what will happen with the treatment, it is somewhat an experiment. 
June-Wells: The target months will be late June, but have not been set as of yet.
Fisher: To avoid recreational times on the lake the first treatment could be in May; this year the treatment will be maybe late July. 
June-Wells: The degradation of the proposed chemical is very fast; other chemicals have a long life span.  

Bechtel: How productive has Lyme been in getting residents around the lake to follow the restrictions of the regulations?  
Armond: We have had many issues in Hamburg Cove with lawns down to the water; the Lyme section of Rogers Lake has very steep edges.  The commission tries to encourage updates to septic systems and leeching fields with engineered systems along the lake area.  The watershed area of Rogers Lake is huge. 

Fisher: There will be a presentation to the towns and the hope is to move forward with this project this fiscal year.


Armond: What we need to keep in mind is choosing the safest chemical for the project to achieve the desired end result.

Eno: Organic solutions have been tried in the past; this plan is the most cost effective way to ensure the reactional opportunities to the residence of our towns. 

The conversation continued about the details of the plan and the cause & effect of the project.

Armond: This matter is not in the Inland Wetlands and Watercourse Agencies jurisdiction; this commission’s jurisdiction goes up to the water’s edge, our authority stops at the shore.  
Hammond: This commission should do nothing but listen to the information being presented.  We could give an endorsement in the future if it is needed during the permitting process. 

OLD BUSINESS
Lonnegren Property
Gigliotti: The Army Core of Engineers and DEEP met with Tom Metcalf and Richard Snarski during the meet information was received that the Army Core of Engineers are no longer interested in offsite mitigation.  It was questioned if Lonnegren has ever requested that access to the property over Rowland Ballek’s driveway; the answer is unknown.  The court’s settlement was to have the Army Core of Engineers approval of a 1 to 1 remediation plan. If there is not a remediation plan then it has to go back before the court. 
Armond: The deal is off.
Gigliotti: This is not over yet, we will see more on this. One option for the driveway that was suggested was to lower the driveway which would not work in the area. 

NEW BUSINESS

Gigliotti medical leave
Gigliotti: Torrence Downes will be covering for me during a short term medical leave during May and June. 

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the February 2015 meeting. Dill moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the minutes were passed with abstentions (Hammond, Hessel). 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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