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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Public Hearing/Regular Meeting
The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on
Monday, April 13, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,
480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371
MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Tiffany Chairman, Hunter Ward, Kelvin Tyler, Steve Mattson, Phyllis Ross, Ross Byrne, Bill Koch, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary. 
Absent members: N/A 
Regular Meeting

Presentation by the Gateway Commission of proposed revisions to the Gateway Standards. 
Present at the meeting were Torrence Downes, Melvin Woody, and Emily Bjornburg. 
The commission was handed a summary of the Gateway Standards. 
Woody: Past history in the Town of Lyme was explained and reason why revisions are beginning created. Essex is the only town that has not adopted the Gateway as of now. 
Downes: There are two members for each town on the Gateway Commission; eight towns are included. Partnership is the only way the Gateway will work for all towns. Gateway has giving more authority back to the Planning and Zoning Commissions. Standards were explained; 100 feet setback, for existing non-conforming structures to be rebuilt…….High Tide Line has been renamed the Coastal Justification Line (CJL). Repairing buffer has been being looked at on individual basis. Gateway has added the definition of a view shed analysis. Cutting timber (buffer zone) no cutting within 50 feet, pathways should be winding to avoid erosion to the water. Special Acceptations could still be used for homes within the Gateway Zone; site plan review is less stringent, the goal is to protect the view shed. Most of the changes are clarifications. Gateway will hold a Public Hearing to adopt the regulation changes and then the information will go to each town’s commission for adoption. The hope is that Essex will adopt the standards also. 
Gigliotti: In the section of the standard changes which discusses vegetation; does it refer to existing shrubs, lawns, etc. not new plantings. 
Downes: Language can be added to clarify vegetation; the Gateway Standards are minimum requirements.  
Woody: View sheds along the river are purchased with grants to protect and preserve the habitat. 
Downes: Thoughts and comments can be e-mailed to Gateway before the summertime. 
P. Ross: Vegetation Natural and Traditional plants is very broad; what is the standard to decide what is natural and traditional? 
Bjornburg: The wording should be native and/or non-invasive.  
Downes: That will be corrected in the document. ZEO will monitor lawns to the water’s edge. 
Tiffany: Footpaths to the water are not straight to the water because of erosion?
Downes: It had nothing to do with visual; it was to slow down the water to avoid erosion. 
Gigliotti: Torrence Downes will be filling in for me during a leave of absence for medical reasons.       
Presentation by Torrence Downes and discussion of the draft Plan of Conservation and Development.
Informational documents were handed to the commission members; bulleted list from commission around the state. 
Downes: The information shows what could be added to the Plan of Conservation and Development. 
Gigliotti: There was one omission in the agricultural section; the documentation that Torrence has in the packet speaks to agricultural. 
Downes: The old plan has been used and updated with new information; comparisons are shown in the document from the survey the want has stayed the same over the last 12 years. There is not the want for development; a small soften is occurring. Other towns’ plans of development were reviewed to compare to ours, language has been taken from Lebanon, Colchester, New Milford, Warren, Salisbury, Cornwall, Mansfield, and Canterbury. Bill Farrell is the commission’s representative for River Cog.  Farm overlay zones are common in all documents from other towns; right-to-farm includes agricultural business and retail business which is a fine line. More information will be given to Gigliotti; working farms include use of machinery, manure spreading, and farm animal noises. Statutes for agriculture are permissive; the state wants to make it easier for farmers.  Comments from the commission members would be helpful. 
Gigliotti: Regional towns around us have signed on to create a designated farm land. Our town has not joined in on that; we wanted to protect our farms on our own terms. 
Byrne: Preserve or promote is the question. 
Downes: A website will be created to show the location of farms in the region which is being founded by a grant; promotion of farms.  

P. Ross: The survey reflects small changes in housing. 
Downes: The survey does reflect a willingness to consider changes. 
Gigliotti: Comments need to be received by May 4th.  
Old Business

Vibha Gautam, 115 Cove Rd, Tax Map 17 Lot2; Discussion of proposed restoration of removed vegetation within the Gateway conservation area along Hamburg Cove.
Gigliotti: Our proposal was given to Gautam and from that a meeting was scheduled with Mike Carey and John Bennet, but the meeting was cancelled. The commission has a proposal and we are waiting for response from Gautam. 

New Business 
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the January 2015 meetings, Mattson moved the motion and Ward seconded the approval; the minutes were passed.  
Adjournment
Tiffany entertained a motion to adjourn; Mattson moved the motion and Tyler seconded; the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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