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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
July 15, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday July 15, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Sue Hessel seated for Tom Reynolds, Priscilla Hammond,  Ben Kegley, Pat Crowley, Roger Dill, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary. 
Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate) and Tom Reynolds.
Site Walk 7/15: Dill, Kegley, and Crowther (Armond visited the property twice).
Seat Alternate Member
Sue Hessel seated for absent regular member Tom Reynolds.
REGULAR MEETING
Jonathan Butler 90 Brush Hill Road, Tax Map 12 Lot 65; an application to construct a garage and elevated foot bridge within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting were Jonathan & Deborah Butler and Bill Ross (Landscape Designer from Burnett’s Landscaping, project manager).
Butler: The plan was explained and photographs of the area were shown as to orientate the commission members with the property. The home was purchased in May and plan is to move into the house in July.  There are three goals; 1) stabilization of the property, 2) a garage, and 3) fix contours of the land.  
Ross: There is a sequence of construction; 1) sediment and erosion controls will be in place until the completion of the construction, 2) rain water runoff will be controlled, two retention basins and 2 foot wide gravel area around the back of the house under the drip edge, 3) the large Oak Tree will be preserved with a tree well, 4) the meadow area will be regraded, and 5) a small retaining wall will be built.  A few small trees will be removed to grade area properly.  The garage will have an elevated footbridge attached to allow access to the house.  The flat shelf area will be seeded; this is a shady and dry area. 
Dill: There is water at the bottom of the slope. 
Armond: This property is a severely altered landscape area.  Are there comments from the commission members that were on the site walk?  
Crowther: There are no problems with the location of the garage. There has been a lot of thought put into this plan. 
Dill: The slope should be left alone, nothing will grow on it. 

Armond: Vegetation should be chosen carefully due to the proximity to the woods area. 
Butler: The plant choices can be discussed with guidance from the commission. 

Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented. The motion was moved by Hammond, seconded by Hessel, and passed.    
Estate of Alan Dehar 12 Old Hamburg Road, Tax Map 27 Lot 28; an application to construct a new dwelling and septic system within a regulated area
Present at the meeting was Bill Kennedy (Landscape Architect & son-in-law of property owner).
Kennedy: The property was purchased in 1984. The plan is to acquire building permits to help with the sale of the property; the future owner would be transferred the permits and build the structure. Removal of the old structure is part of the permit but will not be done by current owners. Photographs of the existing structure were handed to the commission. 
Gigliotti: The Town Sanitarian, George Calkins, has not issued a letter as of yet, he is waiting on more details and information from the owners.  
Kennedy: The property is 1¼ acres and the existing structure is 1200 square foot; there is a 30 foot wide area at the top of the parcel. The location of the existing septic system is unknown. The proposed well and septic system are shown on the plan.  The septic system will support 3 bedrooms; approximately 2300 square foot home (Saltbox style home). No garage is being requested. The plan shows a recharge basin to retain water runoff.  This information will also be going before the Zoning Board of Appeals.   
Gigliotti: Mr. Kennedy came in over three years ago to discuss this property and what could be done with it for resale. A suggestion was made to place the house closer to the road than the wetlands; Zoning Board of Appeals approval will be required for the setback encroachment.  

Crowther: How will machinery be brought onto the site?
Kennedy: The machinery will enter through the swale area on the edge of the property.
Dill: The property should be flagged and revisited. 
Hessel questioned Gigliotti, what is the height restriction of the structure.
Gigliotti: The height from the lowest original grade is 35 feet. 
Armond: The property will be revisited; the areas to be staked are the proposed driveway, the proposed house, and the location of the proposed septic system.
Kennedy: Test pits have been dug and are shown on the plan. 
Armond: This property will be on the August 17 site walk and be seen at our meeting on 8/19/15.
OLD BUSINESSN/A
NEW BUSINESS
Property on Grassy Hill
Gigliotti: This evening we are just receiving in the application, 38 acres on Grassy Hill. 
Present at the meeting were Attorney John Bennet and Angus McDonald.
Armond: There seems to be a large area on the parcel which is non-wetlands where a house could be built; there is a reasonable and feasible alternative to crossing a wetland. The driveway will be off of Grassy Hill. The parcel is 38 acres with 10 acres being non-wetlands to build a house on.  
McDonald: The proposed area is located in a meadow; there is an old wetlands crossing(an old culvert and remains of an old stone bed) and old foundations. The driveway will be 1400 feet long; the wetlands crossing will be 247 feet. 
Dill: There is a big potential for erosion into the wetlands.
McDonald: There could be a small potential for erosion. The driveway has been engineered in a way to avoid erosion.  The applicants are under contract to purchase the property and the proposed site is in the meadow area on the parcel. 
Armond: This will be on the site walks for August.
Bennet: A buyer or owner has the right to utilize the property.
Hammond: But the wetlands do not have to be crossed to utilize the property.  
Bennet: To utilize the 15 acres in the meadow area the wetlands do need to be crossed. 
McDonald: The area will be flagged for the site walk.  
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the June 2015 meeting. Crowley moved the motion, Hessel seconded, and the minutes were passed with abstention (Hammond). 
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:01p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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