[bookmark: _GoBack]






LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
September 16, 2015, 7:00 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday September 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Roger Dill, Ben Kegley, Pat Crowley, Sue Hessel alternate seated for absent member Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO and Patsy Turner Secretary.
Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate), T. Reynolds (excused absence) and P. Hammond (excused absence).
Site Walk 9/15: P. Armond, B. Crowther, P. Crowley, R. Dill, and B. Kegley
Seat Alternate Member
Armond seated alternate member Sue Hessel for absent regular member Priscilla Hammond. 
PUBLIC HEARNG
Proposed construction of a new dwelling and septic system within a regulated area on the property of Luanne T. Dehar and Craig D. Thiel, 12 Old Hamburg Road Tax Map 24 Lot15.
Gigliotti: An e-mail was received withdrawing the current application, but the applicant would still like to discuss the proposed activity with the commission during the regular meeting.
Proposed construction of an access driveway through wetlands and a regulated area on the property of Deborah C. Ward and Douglas Crawford, Grassy Hill Road Tax Map 41 Lot 19.  The proposed activity will disturb approximately 4,471 square feet of wetlands and 6800 square feet of regulated area.
Armond: There will be a 60 minute limit on the presentation; if all the information is not presented in the timeframe allotted the public hearing will be continued until next month. 

Present at the meeting were James and Audrey Simon, Attorney John Bennet (representing the applicant), Rich Snarski (Soil Scientist), Angus MacDonald, Jr. (Civil Engineer), and Fern Tremblay (Professional Engineer at Angus McDonald Gary Sharpe and Associates).
Bennet: The certified return mail receipts have been handed to Mr. Gigliotti and are all accounted for.   
A.Simon: Explained a little about themselves and their want to live in Lyme; the property is wonderful because of the wetlands and the wildlife.  The Lyme Land Conservation Trust is guiding us on how to protect the property and they have agreed to accept deed restrictions.  The property is full of human history; we are committed to preserving all of the precious qualities of the land. The proposed house will be environmentally friendly. The neighbors’ are comfortable with the plans for the parcel and are present to show support; there are also consultants and engineers present representing are plans.  Our goal is to balance careful, sensitive, appropriate development with protection of the wetlands.
MacDonald: The property being discussed is located on Grassy Hill Road; the 38 acres parcel consists of 12+acres of wetlands and approximatley13 acres of meadowlands. Arial photographs of the area were presented and submitted to the file; photos from 1934, 1951, 1965, and 1985.  The photographs show structures in the meadow. The first plan was to use the Northern section of the property to access the parcel and construct a driveway, but the grading of the area is steep and would require a large amount of excavating through the wetlands to establish a driveway. It was decided that a driveway on the Southern section of the property would be less intrusive. There are two wetlands crossings being proposed; the disturbance would be 4,471 square foot of wetlands (.8%-less than 1% of the wetlands). Rich Snarski has been consulted to determine the least impact to the wetlands.   
Tremblay: Gabions will be used to create the crossings which will be four to five feet in height meeting grade on either sides of the wetlands. The proposed driveway will be a 12 foot wide gravel drive with 17 foot wide gabion block retaining wall crossings. (Cross Sections of the driveway were explained by viewing the plans) The gabion blocks will be two rows sitting on top of a geotextile fabric, then backfilled with free draining material, and the driveway will be built atop. 
Armond: From some past application this commission has learned about bridges; the information being presented seems to be a great impact over a wetlands crossing. 
Tremblay: The stream crossing is very un-invasive; there will be a nature streambed three sided box culvert which spans the streambed. The gabion blocks will be in the area of the floodplains. The stream channels will be left as natural as possible.  
Crowther: The wording of the construction sequence is misleading. What will the proposed depth of the excavation? 
Tremblay: The gabion height will be 5 feet; the goal is to maintain a flat roadbed across the wetland. 

MacDonald: Rich Snarski has done the soil testing and will know how deep the excavation will need to be to get through the organic material.
Snarski: The soils are mostly silt loam.
MacDonald: If top soil is discovered it will be removed; vegetation will be removed from the area and the geotextile fabric will be installed. 
Crowley: While on the site walk there was water running.  What is the runoff of the streams in the springtime?   
Crowther: The wetlands flagging was done in April.
Tremblay: The driveway will be 4 feet above the existing floodplain, so the driveway will not get washed-out in any normal storm; the culverts will accommodate a 100 year storm. 
MacDonald: We did not measure the actual water flow; the results are from standard operation procedures.  
Armond: Are you building a bridge or a dam?
MacDonald: The plans are to build a crossing.

Kegley: The dimensions of the gabions will be how high by how wide?
Tremblay: There will be two crossings; one crossing is three feet high by six feet wide and the other is five feet high by fifteen feet wide. The crossings work better on the property to be on the lower section of the parcel to allow the natural water process to occur before it reaches the crossings; the property is formed like a bowl. The section of the wetlands located at the top of the property is large high quality wetlands.  Erosion control will be installed; silt fence and hay bales will be installed during construction and the material will be stockpiled outside the review area. There will be water bars and hay bales in the steep areas; the water bars will be permanent.   The driveway will be sloped to one side to create sheet flow to the water bars. 
MacDonald: The material being store at the stockpile area will be used for grading of the driveway. 
Hessel: It seems that 100 year storms come more often.
Tremblay: A 100 year storm consists of heavy rain fall in short amounts of time. As the driveway is built the machinery will work across the area to continue to construct the roadbed. There will also be 3 foot pipes placed below the driveway for critter crossings. 

Armond: The utilities conduit travels through the driveway; where will the utilities conduit go when it is near the box culvert? 
Bennet: The utilities will not be underground at the culvert, it will be hung or on the deck of the crossing. 
Tremblay: There will also be a shelf on the edge of the box culvert for critters to walk along the side.   

Snarski: The vegetation details from the property will be created into a report for next month. The wetland in the middle of the property is a Red Maple Swamp with high plant diversity; there are deep organic materials at least 5 feet deep. In August 2015 the water crossing had a water flow of approximately 5 gallons a minute. 
Kegley: While on the site walk fish were viewed in the watercourse. 
Armond: Is this a Class A stream?
Snarski: It is not known if this is a Class A stream but the data will be presented at the next meeting.   The central wetland has the potential to be a great habitat for amphibians.  At the first crossing the soils are silt loam approximately 8 to 10 inches deep and the second crossing is an intermittent stream about 2 of 3 feet wide; there is an old existing culvert in the area which may have been used to access the meadow. There is also gravel and stone in the second crossing area. All of the wetlands on the property are wooded wetlands.  A less intrusive access across wetlands is achieved by cutting the plant material to the ground and covering with soil reinforcement fabric; less erosion and sedimentation will occur. Critter crossings were suggested at the crossings for this property. 
Crowther: What are the elevations of the proposed crossing areas?
Snarski: The area is shaped like a bowl and the water drains to the area; this wetland has a high value for flood storage, pollutant renovation, and a high wildlife value due to the vegetation in the area. There will be a loss of 4,400 square feet impact to the wetlands; this wetland will still be able to provide the functions and value as it did before the crossings. The proposed location of the crossings would have the least impact to the wetlands. 
Armond: Where any of the analysis in the section of the regulations having to do with significant activities, Appendix B, done?  Most of the information requested in Appendix B could be answered by Snarski. 
MacDonald: (The construction sequence and the material being used for the gabion walls were re-explained) The gabions will be installed by crane and backfilled; gabions allow backed up water to flow quicker than other material.  
Crowther: There may be a mistake in the construction sequence. 
MacDonald: The construction sequence will be as described. The box culvert will be placed in the area. 

Gigliotti: How will the culvert allow for fish to traverse the area? Won’t the culvert dam the area? 
MacDonald: The culvert is three sided, there is no bottom; it is placed over the existing streambed.  The geothermal fabric will not be placed in the area of the stream, just on either side. 
Kegley: What supports the tall and wide gabions?
MacDonald: The fabric and the soil beneath the fabric will support the driveway. The driveway will be created to hold up long term into the future. 
Armond: Kegley’s point is valid; how will everything being constructed not sink under its own weight?  
MacDonald: The design and the nature of the material being used; if a footing is necessary it will be designed and installed. 

Crowley: Has the house site been considered?
MacDonald: Not as yet. The meadow is the site to build a house for the Simons. 

Armond: Some of the information required for Appendix B has been covered but there is still more material needed for the commission to review before the next meeting. 
MacDonald: That will be looked at before next month, as soon as possible.

Kegley: The map shows this property as # 214 Grassy Hill; there is a 214 already in existence. 

Armond: The time limit for this public hearing this evening has expired. Are there closing statements? The public hearing will be recessed.
Bennet: There is more information we wish to present; a feasibility survey, considering the impacts of the property, the owner, and the property’s value. 
MacDonald: The feasibility survey was created using the current zoning regulations of the Town of Lyme. It is feasible for there to be 3 lots on the property and the driveway would be used by all three lots. 
Gigliotti: The document being presented needs to be edited; the shape factor cannot go into the wetlands area. 
MacDonald: The shape factor will be corrected to show the three lots. 
Bennet: The property has been appraised with 3 lots; 2/3 of the property will be wasted if the crossing is not allowed to access the 13 acres of meadow. There is no plan to create 3 lots. Wetlands are a regulated area not prohibited. The regulations do not prohibit the use of wetlands; a balance needs to be achieved. 
Crowther: Is there road frontage for 3 lots on this property?
Bennet:  Yes, there is adequate road frontage. The case law states that one of the factors is economics. (A case from West Haven was used as an example) We wish to make a productive use of the wetlands. It was suggested by members of the wetlands that the house could be built on the property without crossing he wetlands. 
Armond: More information needs to be acquired before the commission can evaluate the project. The public hearing will be recessed until next month.  

REGULAR MEETING
James and Audrey Simon, Grassy Hill Road, Tax Map 41 Lot 19; an application for construction of a roadway through wetlands and regulated area.
Armond: Held until next month.
Estate of Alan Dehar, 12 Old Hamburg Road, Tax Map 27 Lot 28; an application to construct a new dwelling and septic system within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting was Bill Kennedy (Landscape Architect & son-in-law of property owner).
Kennedy: The application is being withdrawn until we have more information for the commission. 
Armond: Take a look at Appendix B of our regulations and that is the information the commission is looking to be answered, also review Section 10.2 of the regulations.  The application information should maybe go before the Zoning Board of Appeals before we see it again. 
Kennedy: Okay, the information the commission has provided tonight is very helpful and now we have a direction moving forward. 
Thomas M. and Mary Powell St Louis, Hamburg Rd Tax Map 24 Lot 30; preliminary discussion of digging a farm pond.
Present at the meeting was Tom St. Louis.
St. Louis: The proposed activity would be for a ¾ acre farm pond located at 35 Hamburg Road. The wetlands are shown on the survey. There are many fruit trees and berry bushes on the property. This is a preliminary plan and test holes will be dug in the low area on the property. The pond water would be used to hydrate plantings on the land and there will be a fire standpipe installed for the fire department to access the pond. 
Dave Evers, Roger Lake West Shores Association; cease-and-desist order on the Shore Drive right-of-way.
Present at the meeting was Dave Evers, President of the Roger Lake West Shores Association. 
Evers: There was a cease-and-desist order issued; this spring died Hemlocks were cut down and some died Birch trees along right-of-way #13, for safety reasons. A board member without board approval removed a retaining wall. A plan to elevate the erosion was submitted a few years back; the plan did not have an A2 survey. The right-of-way needs to be updated. If the cease-and-desist order is lifted we will work with our neighbors and create a plan which corrects the area. 
Armond: The right-of-way is completely in a regulated area, nothing can be done in the area without an application. Within the next week sedimentation and erosion control needs to be placed along the right-of-way; staked hay bales with sedimentation siltation fence placed every 20 feet starting 2 feet from the water’s edge moving up the driveway. Then the association can come back with a plan for correcting the area. 
Evers: There are not monies for creating a engineered A2 survey. 
Armond: The grade is steep and requires an engineered plan. 
Evers: The right-of-way is used as a boat launch. 
Crowther:  Before the trees were cut the commission should have been consulted.
Armond: The trees were stabilizing the bank.
Johnson: (owner of 127 Shore Drive) There were 28 trees cut; ranging from 5” to 16” in caliper. The trees were not all died and the trees were intended as a privacy barrier. 
Armond: The erosion control should be installed and then the commission will await a plan to correct the issue with this right-of-way.
Evers: The erosion control will be put in place within the week.  
Armond: The erosion control should be in place by Friday September 25 and Mr. Gigliotti will be out to the area to view the erosion control. 

OLD BUSINESSN/A

NEW BUSINESSN/A


APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the August 2015 meeting.  Crowther moved the motion, Crowley seconded, and the minutes were passed with one abstention (Hessel). 

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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