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PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting
The Lyme Planning & Zoning Commission held a regular meeting on
Monday, November 9, 2015 at 7:30 p.m. at the Lyme Town Hall,
480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT, 06371
MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Tiffany Chairman, Hunter Ward, Steve Mattson, Phyllis Ross, Ross Byrne, Kelvin Tyler, Bill Koch, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary. 
Absent members: N/A

Public Hearing (Not Opened)
An application for a special permit to conduct wine tastings at Sunset Hill Vineyard (Matt and Sal Caruso), 5 Ely Ferry Road; Tax Map 25 Lot 21.The proposal is for appointment only summer hours from May through October on Saturday between 12pm and 6pm and Sunday between 12pm and 4pm and select holidays. Off street parking will be provided on the vineyard property with access from Ely Ferry Road with accommodation for 12 vehicles. 

Regular Meeting
An application for a special permit to conduct wine tastings at Sunset Hill Vineyard (Matt and Sal Caruso), 5 Ely Ferry Road; Tax Map 25 Lot 21.The proposal is for appointment only summer hours from May through October on Saturday between 12pm and 6pm and Sunday between 12pm and 4pm and select holidays. Off street parking will be provided on the vineyard property with access from Ely Ferry Road with accommodation for 12 vehicles.

Regular meeting was opened at 7:30 pm.
Tiffany: The crowd of residents is huge tonight; the Fire Marshall has an announcement to make.
Roberge, David (Lyme Fire Marshall): Mr. Chairman and members of the commission be advised at your meeting location tonight the number of occupants present exceed the fire code requirement for assembly; there are three options 1) chairs can be removed will allow 123 persons to be present 2) reposition the numbers to another section of the town hall complex or 3) reconvene/reschedule at a larger venue on a future date. 
Tiffany: There is a large crowd in the meeting room, also in the hallway, and outside the building. Three e-mails were received, no phone calls, there was no way of knowing the amount of people that would attend. 
Roberge: People are still parking and the numbers are growing, the building capacity of 123 maximum will be exceeded.  
Tiffany: The meeting will need to be rescheduled and the notice will be in the paper. Everyone has come out tonight and given up their time to be at this meeting; the commission and myself feel terrible about this. This public hearing is an information gathering session; people are encouraged to send letters and/or e-mails and that information becomes part of the record, everything received is reviewed by the commission before any recommendation is given and/or before a vote is taken. The public hearing will be rescheduled. 
Turner: A date for the meeting cannot to be set until we check the availability of Lyme Consolidated School.  
Tiffany: Very sorry, this meeting will be rescheduled.         
Old Business
Discussion of the draft Plan of Conservation and Development and direction for the next actions.
Gigliotti: State approval was received from Marcy Balint, Long Island Sound Programs.  The public hearing will be scheduled for December 2015. 

New Business 
Reynolds Subaru
Gigliotti: A meeting occurred with the Reynolds’ family, Fritz Gahagan, Tom Metcalf, two Architects, and a representative from Subaru to discuss the plan for the new showroom. The plans may change but as of current; 15,000 square foot building (service area and showroom), three buildings on the neighboring lot (old Gerber property) will be removed.  The existing buildings will be converted into office space and car detailing area. Due to the topography of the property the service area will require a flat roof.  A variance of height requirements may be requested.  The tree buffer along the north end of the property will be untouched.  Torrance Downes has been contacted, the Gateway Commission was not intended to regulate the commercial districts. The front section of the property is commercial and the backside is waterfront. There will be a site plan review with a 65 day clock from start to finish; if the commission does not act on the site review within the 65 days the approval is granted. The parking lot across the street will be left as is. Subaru has most of the control on the designs and colors for the buildings; signage, lighting, and the siding on the building were discussed.  There are no current plans to expand the Marine portion of the business.      
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
Tiffany entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2015 meetings, Mattson moved the motion and Ward seconded the approval; the minutes were passed.  
Adjournment
Tiffany entertained a motion to adjourn; Mattson moved the motion and Ward seconded; the Planning and Zoning Commission meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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