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LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION
INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 
March 16, 2016, 7:00 p.m.
The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday March 16, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.
MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Roger Dill, Ben Kegley, Pat Crowley, Tom Reynolds, Sue Hessel seated for Tom Reynolds, Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, Attorney Mike Carey, and Patsy Turner Secretary.
Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate)
 Site Walk 3/16:  P. Crowley, B. Crowther, B. Kegley 
Seat Alternate Member
Sue Hessel seated for regular member Tom Reynolds during Reynolds application.
REGULAR MEETING
Angus and Kim Grant, 77 Joshua Ln, Tax Map18 Lot 3; an application to construct a new septic system within a regulated area.
Present at the meeting representing the applicants was Phil Trowbridge.
Trowbridge: A letter was received from George Calkins and the commission members should have a copy of the letter.  A few things have been changed on the plan since last month; the original driveway which was removed 7 years ago and the area shown in yellow on the plan is where the new septic system would be located in the regulated area. The sedimentation and erosion control is designated on the plan as a pink line.
Armond called for comments or questions from the members on the site walk. 
Crowley: There seems to be some erosion occurring where the driveway was removed.
Trowbridge: There is erosion in that area from the access for a stone wall which was built behind the house, next week the backyard area and the area in question will be sodded. The silt fence will be installed and then the construction will being; the main concern is the protection of the large tree in the area. 
Crowther: There is a depression where the driveway was removed. 
Armond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented, Hammond moved the motion, Dill seconded, and the motion was passed unanimously.   
1859 Associates LLC. (Reynolds Garage and Marine), 268 Hamburg Rd., Tax Map 27 Lot 25; an application for a proposed septic system within a regulated area, drainage considerations for the proposed expansion of the car dealership and referral to the Planning and Zoning Commission.
Tom Reynolds (as a member) was recused from this section of the meeting and Hessel was seated at 7:07 pm. 
Present at the meeting were Hayden Reynolds, Katherine Wayland, Tom Reynolds, Ann Penniman, and Tom Metcalf. 
Armond commented that the letter from George Calkins is oblique in regards to the design for the septic system, he is requesting many changes. 
Metcalf: Respectfully disagree.  Mail return receipts to abutting neighbors were presented to Gigliotti. 

Copies of the letter from the Town Sanitarian were handed to the commission members. 

Metcalf: The proposed plan is to construct a new dealership and service station at 272 Hamburg Road; the survey was created by Dick Gates and the wetlands were delineated by Rich Snarski. The combined site plan shows the 286 parcel and 272 parcel. The 100 foot regulated line is shown in blue on the plan.  The line shown on the plan which is closer to the waterfront is the 50 foot vegetation buffer/no disturb area. The proposal is for a new structure with parking to the front on the building and access to the property would be through the existing entrance of 268 Hamburg Road.  Test holes have been dug with George Calkins to test the soils; soils were good for the proposed septic system area, the existing system will be abandoned. There will be drainage basins installed and will be directed to an infiltration system on the property. The back portion of the building’s downspouts will be connected to a dry well adjacent to an existing drainage outfall. The DEEP has policies in place which control the first inch of rainfall; plastic leaching chambers will be placed beneath the parking area in front of the building. The area will capture 90% of the storm events in Connecticut. There is an overflow in the case of a larger storm which leads to a rip rap area with a discharge approximately 50 60 feet from the water. 
Infiltration systems can be a very complex engineering item; water is entering the chamber but at the same time exfiltration is occurring. There are four catch basins in the parking area with areas to trap the sediment before it reaches the filtration system and the sediment is cleaned out by a hire professional. 
Gigliotti: Don Gerber the previous owner of the property has commented when the well was dug in the front section of the property there was 60 to 70 feet of sand and gravel before water was achieved. 
Metcalf: The only wetlands activities are the septic system and the downspouts off the back of the building into the drywell. The topography of the property is the reason for the location of the septic system to the rear of the property. Mr. Calkins’ letter will be reviewed point by point. 

Crowther: The plan shows the erosion control in a small area; will there be more than just that portion shown?
Metcalf: The erosion barrier will be placed down slope from all construction areas. There will be a preconstruction meeting with Mr. Gigliotti.  A construction fence will also be put in place to trap debris from the site. The existing structures will be removed. The construction sequence was read into the record; wetlands concerns are note #6, #13… There will be minor stock piles on site at the front of the property and some material will be brought off site.    

Armond: How is a septic system sized for a commercial use? 
Metcalf: The proposed septic system is equivalent to four bedrooms home; public health code is calculated by numbers of employees (10 office employees and 14 service employees). 
H. Reynolds: The size of the building dictates how many employees can work during a day; every employee gets a day off during the week and the dealership is open 6 days a week. Most of the car washing will not be done on the new site but in the building on 268 Hamburg Road.  

Crowley: Are there separation tanks on the property? 
Metcalf: Near the service area there will be two tanks for drains from the garage floors; an oil separator tank and a waste water holding tank.   A licensed contractor is hired to empty the tanks. 
Armond: Are there plan to trap the hydrocarbons coming off the pavement?
Metcalf: The soil partials in the catch basins will collect the hydrocarbons and those will be hauled away by professionals.     
T. Reynolds: Water quality samples are submitted twice a year from the final discharge pipe during a storm event; there is a monitoring system in place from DEEP. 
Wayland: Our levels have always tested really low.
Armond: This parking area will be high traffic with cars of all types, new and old. 
H. Reynolds: Any issues are cleaned up quickly and don’t reach the drains. 

Metcalf: The sedimentation and erosion control will be in the form of silt fencing and hay bales. The catch basins will be concrete dry well and surrounded by stones. The infiltration systems will consist of two rows which are 147 feet long, 30 inches high, and 52 inches wide. The grass pavers are shown on the plans for the emergency access; the two existing curb cuts will be removed. The architect has created a perspective of the front of the building.  The letter received from George Calkins is a review letter and from past experience the comments in the letters are minor in nature and are addressed in plans being presented. The items in the letter were reviewed one by one; most of the items of concern are standard. There is a formula for the water supply system and paperwork will be submitted and reviewed by the state health department. The well location is one of the concerns in the letter and if separation issue is determined the well will require relocation. A building permit will not be given if there are still issues; the building permit is the catch all. 
Hammond: Are the public visiting the building calculated into the volume for the well and septic system? 
Metcalf: The number of customers is calculated on an average day and the number of employees will be included in the paperwork to the state.

The letter from George Calkins was reread and discussed by Armond and Gigliotti. 

Metcalf: Ann Penniman will explain the landscaping being proposed. 
H. Reynolds to Penniman: This commission is only concerned with the area within the 100 foot regulated area. 
Penniman: The existing property has a lawn area which slopes down to a tree line along the cove. The proposal is to create a 5 foot wide vegetated buffer between the tree line and lawn area; native plantings (ferns, low bush blueberry, etc.). There will be trees planted along the building in the back to soften the view from the cove. The light green area shown on the plan will remain as lawn but be reduced.  
Armond: How often will the lawn be mowed? 
T. Reynolds: The vegetation buffer will create a transition between the lawn and the tree line. The mowing will occur only when needed.
Dill: The buffer would be a great idea.
Penniman: The area is approximately 25 feet to the water’s edge; the buffer will be an additional 5 feet so the area will be approximately 30 to 40+ feet of buffer. 
Hessel: Will there be pesticides used on the lawn area?
T. Reynolds: Pesticides are never used on our properties. 

Metcalf: The Planning and Zoning Commission will see this information for a site plan review and require input from this commission. 
Hammond entertained a motion to approve the application as presented and submitted.    
The motion was seconded by Dill and passed unanimously by all members. 
Hammond if any changes are made to the plan presented please come back before the commission.
Turner: A referral letter will also be created for the Planning and Zoning Commission. 
NEW BUSINESS N/A
OLD BUSINESS
Simon lawsuit
Gigliotti: Attorney Mike Carey has drafted a letter to the court. 
Properties in town that the commission has requested planting plans
Crowther: How do we follow up on plans that have been approved to see if the work is completed and maintained? 
Armond: The commission should make follow up visits our practice. Plants tend to root where they want; the plants choose where they are happy. 
Gigliotti: Phone calls can be made to see if the plans are completed. 
Armond: Usually when an area is left to re-sprout the area will stabilize.  
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the February 2016 meeting. Reynolds moved the motion, Crowther seconded, and the minutes were passed with one abstention (Hammond). 
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,


Patsy Turner, Secretary
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