LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

August 17, 2016, 7:00 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday August 17, 2016 

at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Pat Crowley, Tom Reynolds, Ben Kegley, Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Absent Member: S. Kurlansky (alternate) and S. Hessel (alternate)
Site Walk (8/16): B. Crowther, P. Armond, B. Kegley, and P. Hammond. 

REGULAR MEETING
John Kiker, 27 Joshua Lane, Tax Map 9 Lot 2; an application for removal of white pine saplings and invasive plants along the bank of Joshua Creek.
Present at the meeting was John Kiker.
Kiker: The white pine saplings are fast growing and are very thick and will affect other native plants in the area.  It is difficult to navigate with kayaks when guests visit our property. A replanting plan can be created to plant low growing shrubs; maple leaf viburnum, arrow wood viburnum, American cranberry bush, shadblow, winterberry, witch hazel, and summer sweet.  A professional has been contacted to receive input as to how to remove the trees with the least amount of disruption.  

Crowther: The photographs do show how dense the saplings are.  The bank is very well held and stable. The proposed plantings are deer sensitive. 

Armond: The group of trees does not need to be removed all at once; leaving one out of a cluster will help with stabilization of the soil until the plantings are established.  It is difficult to grow anything underneath white pine. Did the previous dock permit have a stairway included in the plans?

Gigliotti: The minutes from the dock approval will be reviewed before next month, 

Armond: The new plantings can be protected with plastic fencing. 

Crowther: The plan being presented is for the clearing of the whole area; there needs to be some clarity.

Kiker: The plan is to remove the white pines to make the area more accessible and safe. 

Armond: The area of activity should be expanded to include the eroding bank; placing hay bales to slow down the sedimentation.  Thinning the white pines would be a better plan of attack. 

Hammond: The commission is suggesting the pines be thinned, the new vegetation is planted and protected from the deer, and once the plantings are established then more of the pines can be removed. 

Armond: Sheep Laurel is another plant that would do well in that area; it spreads slowly. 

Turner: The minutes from the dock approval will be reviewed before next meeting to see if there are details about the walkway. 

Armond: We will see this information when it has been expanded to include the eroding bank.

Armond: The regular meeting was paused and the public hearing was opened at 7:19 p.m. 
PUBLIC HEARING

Luanne Dehar, 12 Old Hamburg Road, Tax Map 27 Lot 28; an application for construction of a new dwelling and septic system and demolition of a condemned building within a regulated area.

Present at the meeting were Bill Kenny representing the applicant and Anthony Lafata (Earth Work Contractor). 
Kenny: In January of 2016 the Zoning Board of Appeals granted variances for this property; the existing conditions and proposed changes will be explained. The property is 1¼ acres with 4/10 being upland with the balance being wetlands. The existing structure is located on the edge of the wetlands; the structure is condemned and will probably collapse soon.  At the top of the slope there is a fairly flat terrace area which was used for parking.   The proposed improvements is to construct a 1600 sq. ft. house with a footprint of 20’ by 40’, two floors, the new structure is proposed to be placed closer to the road, a new septic system and storm management system will be part of the improvement, there will be a small parking area, and a small patio area will be created. The slope will be replanted with native shrubs and trees (flowering dogwoods).  The demolition of the old structure will be done primarily by hand.  The letter from the Town’s Engineer was received and one of the items which need to be done is a barrier at the edge of the removal.  The foundation is a stone and will be deconstructed and left in the area. Trees will be cut in the proposed new site for the home but the stumps will be left to hold the soil. A retaining wall will be built at the backside of the house and will be a sediment barrier for future phases of the work. The area on the map which shows a wall being removed is actually a wall that the stone will be recycled to build the retaining wall. The second phase will be the excavation for the foundation and the recharge chambers for the storm water.  There will also be a silt fence installed between the existing house and the proposed house.  
Reynolds: How many trees will be removed during this process and are they documented anywhere? A tree inventory with the calipers can be documented on a map. Are there plans for water access?

Kenny: There are no plans for water access at this time; not with the current owners. 

Armond: This is a hypothetical plan; the current owners will not be executing the plans?

Kenny: It is being requested to receive a permit for this plan; the new owners can choice to move forward with this, the footprint will remain due to the variances that were granted by ZBA. 
Dill: Will the well be installed as part of phase two?

Kenny: The details on the well installation are not documented yet. 

Crowther: The construction sequence which is documented is very helpful and easily followed. 

Kenny: Once the foundation, which is a slab, is installed then the septic system will be built. The first floor is at elevation is 35 and the basement is elevation 15. The patio will be located 28 feet from the wetlands and the house will be 39 feet away from the wetlands. 

Armond: There will be a need to create a vertical cut for the foundation, how does the vertical cut happen without it falling into itself due to the soil types?

Kenny: There will be a trench dug and filled with large stone which is a temporary wall while the foundation is dug.

Lafata: The sand is being exchanged for the mass of the concrete blocks. 

Kenny: The basement wall will be 35 feet with rebar incorporated within. 

Armond: The wall construction, the well, the excavation, and the retaining structure need to be documented.  The new owners can come back in and alter the plans as needed. 

Kenny: The soils do not have a high rate of erosion. There is ample vegetation on the slope. 

Dill: What will the driveway material be? 

Kenny: The parking area may use a grass paver. 

Armond: What is the volume of material being excavated?    

Kenny: Material being excavated will be stored temporally on site and then brought off-site. 

Crowther: Has a letter been received from Mr. Calkins’? 

Gigliotti: A letter was received last years but some items have changes. 

Kenny: The septic layout will be the same, the house will be smaller. The informational letter was received today from the Town’s engineer; we are planning on implementing all the requests. 

Armond called for comments from the public.

Irving, Anthony (representing The Eightmile River Scenic View): An 18‘curtain drain will be dug and filled with stone to act as a retaining wall to allow the digging of the foundation. That is a deep curtain drain, how will the soil stay in place? The slope has a natural angle of 27 and what will stop the soils from traveling down the slope? The biggest concern is with the soil movement during the construction; is there a back-up solution if the plan fails? 

Lafata: Trench boxes will be used which can be stacked on-top of each other to reach the desired height. 

Armond: The details on how to use and install the trench boxes should be part of the plans. 

East, Andrew (20 Old Hamburg Road): Our concern is with the large trees on the property and what will be removed. From listening to the project details; there will be lots of equipment being brought onto the site and this will not be a typical construction of a 1600 square foot house due to the slope.  

Armond: The trees currently on the property were requested by the commission to be documented before any work begins.  Old Hamburg Road may have to be closed at the site location to accommodate the large trucks and equipment for this project. 
Benjamin, Pat (Professional Engineer hired by the Town of Lyme): The use of a crane from the top of the property is very doable; written sequences for each phase of the deconstruction of the existing house and the construction of the proposed new structure. There should be extra sedimentation and erosion control areas incorporated in the plan. If ENS fabric is installed properly and in the current locations there should not be a lot of soil movement. The plan which was submitted does not match the engineer’s plan, there are many differences; the engineered plan needs certification and approved by the Town Sanitarian.  There should be a A2 and a T2 elevation survey for the property.  The existing structure can be removed in a number of way; the details need to be specific. When the property is sold and the next contractor will have to receive modification to the permit from the commission and that should be a condition of the approval. The Zoning Board of Appeals approved variances cannot be modified in anyway. The existing structure has the potential to fall into the wetland; the building should be removed as soon as possible. The storm water recharge area is adequate for the size of the structure being proposed. There could be a temporary road to access the area for the drilling of the well. The drainage (the type and diameter of the pipes) for the parking area needs to be documented. The engineer creating the A2 and T2 surveys should also document the size and type of the trees. The planting plan was not reviewed. 
Armond recessed the public hearing and opened the regular meeting at 8:21 p.m.
REGULAR MEETING
Luanne Dehar, 12 Old Hamburg Road, Tax Map 27 Lot 28; an application for construction of a new dwelling and septic system and demolition of a condemned building within a regulated area.

Armond stated that the commission’s next meeting is scheduled for September 21st; the information should be to the Pat Benjamin at least 10 days before the meeting for review. If the information cannot be collected and completed before the September meeting there will be a need for a written extension request of the public hearing from the applicants.   

NEW BUSINESSN/A

OLD BUSINESSN/A
APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the July 2016, moved by Dill, seconded by Crowther, 2 abstentions (Hammond and Reynolds).

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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