LYME CONSERVATION COMMISSION

INLAND WETLANDS and WATERCOURSE AGENCY 

September 21, 2016, 7:00 p.m.

The Lyme Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on Wednesday September 21, 2016 

at 7:00 p.m., Lyme Town Hall, 480 Hamburg Road, Lyme, CT.

MEMBERS PRESENT Paul Armond Chairman, Beverly Crowther, Pat Crowley, , Ben Kegley, Sue Hessel alternate member for Priscilla Hammond, Bernie Gigliotti ZEO, and Patsy Turner Secretary.

Absent Members: S. Kurlansky (alternate), P. Hammond, Roger Dill, and Tom Reynolds.
Seat Alternate Member

Armond: Alternate member Sue Hessel was seated for absent regular member Priscilla Hammond.
REGULAR MEETING

John Kiker, 27 Joshua Lane, Tax Map 9 Lot 2; an application for removal of white pine saplings and invasive plants along the bank of Joshua Creek.

Present at the meeting was John Kiker.
Kiker: (A planting plan with descriptions of plantings was distributed to the commission members and added to the record) Kathy Connolly from Landscape Design, Horticulture Consulting has been contacted and has created the planting plan. The larger trees are shown on the plan but the white pines are not depicted because of the numbers; the plan is to thin the saplings. 

Crowther: How will the thinning of the pines occur? 

Kiker: The saplings will be cut just below the ground and the roots will be left. 

Gigliotti: What types of plants are located near the deer fence on the plan?

Kiker: Those are existing plants, such as Mountain Laurel and small trees. 

Armond: The commission’s secretary printed minutes from last year’s meeting and in the minutes it is stated that a pathway was discussed which would be a woodchip walkway with timbers and steps and the amendment was intended to be added to the plan. 
Kiker: There have been changes since last year with the location of the deer fence gate. 

Armond: The steep slope has lost its topsoil and there is now exposed gravel.

Kiker: There will be grade changes done to the area which will be created by coir logs, shown on the plan. The coir logs are 16” in height (a sample was presented) and once in place will be covered with soil and seeded. 
Gigliotti: Do the coir logs biodegrade?

Kiker: Yes over time the coir logs dissolve into the ground and the contours stay the same. 

Armond: Knowledge of the coir logs is that they are used for temporary stabilization of dirt instead of fabric silt fencing; the hillside is being lost and there needs to be a solution to the erosion. The plan does not show what will occur on the property to solve the erosion issue. The experts you have chosen are knowledgeable. A cross section of the area may be helpful to show the grade change of the slope. The planting plan being presented is wonderful. 

Kiker: The plan is to seed the area with meadow grasses; top soil will be added on top of the coir logs and coir mats. 

Hessel to Kiker: What is the timeline for this project?

Kiker: As soon as possible, the coir logs are on site. 

Kegley: The area shown on the plan where the stone steps are is the area of concern for erosion?

Kiker: The grade change leads up to the stones. 

Kegley: Will the coir logs make the area is question steeper? 

Kiker: It may. The stone steps will be approximately two to three feet wide and will be installed by hand. 

Kegley: There needs to be something done to the area of erosion to stabilize the soil.

Armond: The eroded area is approximately 10’ by 10’.

Kiker: The stone steps will be the first area created. Then grade changes will be made to build up soil in the area. The footpath shown on the planting plan will be a dirt path. 
Crowther: That area is not sloped. 

Kiker: The grasses will be planted in October. The plantings can be planted in the Spring. 
Kegley: Will the top soil be moved by machine?

Kiker: That is unknown but will be asked of the landscaper.  The slope starts at the stone steps and increases, the area will be covered with mats to seed grass and sedge. The grasses will not be mowed. 

Crowther: There is a plan for the planting of grasses. 

Kiker: There is a list of the grasses that Kathy Connolly has suggested. (An e-mail was handed to the commission for review.)  There is only a small section inside the 100 foot setback line that the commission should be concerned with. 
Armond: Kathy Connolly’s e-mail was made part of the record. What does the pathway lead to?

Kiker: It leads to nothing; it will be there for walking but mostly to be visual pleasing.  

Armond: I think from what you are describing the commission is getting a better idea of what the area will look like at the end of the project. The professionals that have been hired know what needs to be done. Gigliotti will keep an eye on this project as it moves forward. 

Crowther: Photographs should be taken before and after the project to use as an example for the commission and future applicants. 

Crowther made a motion to approve the application for the thinning of the white pine saplings &the replanting plan (the white pines sapling will be thinned-one sapling left untouched per clump) and approve the stone steps & the location of the coir logs and coir mats for regrading. Machinery will not be used in the placement of the top soil.  The grasses and sedges described in Mrs. Connolly’s e-mail are also acceptable.

Armond: The motion was seconded by Hessel and passed unanimously by all members present.  
The commission continued a discussion about the type of plants in Mr. Kiker’s planting plan. 

OLD BUSINESS
Ballek/Lonnergren

Gigliotti: There was a 3½ hour meeting on the Lonnergren property with representatives from the Army Corp of Engineers, from the EPA, from Park Service, and Attorney Dave Royston, Rich Snarski, Tom Metcalf, and Mark Lonnegren. The Army Corp of Engineer representative stated that the off-site mitigation is a different type of wetlands and the proximity to a gravel pit is inappropriate for the type of off-site mitigation required; another location should be chosen within the Eight Mile Watershed or a monetary mitigation plan of $10.11 per square foot of disturbed area, the payment goes to the National Audubon Society. The wetlands chosen for mitigation cannot be lesser than what is being disturbed.  The concept of the driveway was discussed, it was suggested that a design called a “French Mattress,” be used, which is a layer of compacted processed material, then a thicker layer of large rocks goes on top with geotextile material, and then more processed material. The idea of the design is to allow water filtration and migration through the large rocks without the maintenance of a culvert.   The French Mattress road height would be reduced by 1/3 than the design currently being presented. 

Armond: The information on this property will be back before the commission again. One of the agreements (the off-site mitigation) has been taken off the table; we will need to review this information about the Lonnergren property.  
Gigliotti:  As everyone was leaving the property the Army Corp of Engineer representative stated that she noticed some large trees that could be bat roosting sites, an inventory has to be done of the trees which are three inches and larger in the disturbed area and proposed house site, to protect the Long Eared Bat. The end is not in sight at this point the owners have many documents to file with different organizations. 

Armond: As land goes into conservation protection in town there will be lesser and lesser quality land that could be built upon. (A description of the Lonnergren property was given for members who may not have been on the commission when the application was before us; 400 foot driveway through the upland wetlands. The information went to court and a 6 point settlement was agreed upon).  
Gigliotti: The house site may still be considered near the roadway. The information kept unfolding as the meeting went on; this commission will see this property again in the near future. 

Armond: There were a few different approaches to this property in the past.     
NEW BUSINESS
Member of Community/spraying of chemicals
Gigliotti: A photograph was taken of someone spraying chemicals into a farm pond to kill the algae on Ferry Road. 
Armond: Gigliotti should verify what is being used in the pond; the chemical being used is EPA approved algae control herbicide for farm ponds.

Hessel: The property owner should come before the commission to discuss the farm pond on this property.   

Crowther: How long is the chemical active? 

Gigliotti: A letter will be sent to the property owner. 
Rogers Lake’s removal of invasives and progress of the chemical application was discussed. 

Armond: Applying chemical into water with an outlet should be reviewed by the commission before the application is completed. Chemicals have different life spans. 

35 Beaver Brook Road (purchased)

Crowther: The property has been purchased and the new owners may want to clean-up the pond on the property, a visit will be made to inform the new owners that before anything is done to the pond they should have a discussion with Mr. Gigliotti our Zoning Enforcement Officer. 

Gigliotti: The pond was created two owners ago and was intended to be a trout pond for fly fishing. 

APPROVAL OF OUTSTANDING MINUTES
A motion was made by Armond to approve the minutes of the August 2016, moved by Crowley, seconded by Crowther, 1 abstentions (Hessel).

Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 8:34 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Patsy Turner, Secretary
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